	

	ROCHELLE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING 03/28/11
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5


	TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:
Meggon McKinley, City Manager

SUBJECT:
Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code to Authorize the Seizure and Impoundment of Vehicles used in the Commission of Certain Crimes and Related Administrative Fee
References:
Attached Memo from Police Chief  Eric Higby 


Attached Ordinance Amending Municipal Code
Recommended Action:
Consider an Ordinance Amending Chapter 94 of the Municipal Code to Authorize the Seizure and Impoundment of Vehicles used in the Commission of Certain Crimes and Related Administrative Fee
History and Fact:
The Rochelle Police Department routinely searches for enforcement initiatives that reduce crime and increase public safety.  In an effort to achieve these goals, several other communities have enacted a towing ordinance and related administrative fee as a deterrent to specific offenses.  
Discussion: 
The proposed ordinance would impose an administrative fee of $500.00, in addition to applicable fines, costs, towing and storage fees, for the following offenses:  driving under the influence of alcohol and other drugs, aggravated fleeing to allude a police officer, operating a vehicle without a valid driver’s license, operation of a motor vehicle in connection with a violation of the Illinois Controlled Substance Act, Illinois Cannabis Control Act, possession of drug paraphernalia, or unlawful use of weapons statute, possession of a firearm without firearm owner’s identification card, operation of a motor vehicle without a valid registration, or operation of a motor vehicle during the commission of a felony offense. Motor vehicles seized per this ordinance will remain impounded until all costs associated with the towing and storage of the vehicle are paid to the Rochelle Police Department.  The registered owner of the vehicle will be notified at the time of the incident or via certified mail within five business days.  The ordinance also provides for an administrative hearing process should the registered owner choose to challenge the impounding.  
Recommendation:  
Approve an Ordinance Amending Chapter 94 of the Municipal Code to Authorize the Seizure and Impoundment of Vehicles used in the Commission of Certain Crimes and Related Administrative Fee

	








