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ROCHELLE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 28, 2016

The Rochelle City Council met in Regular Session at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 28, 2016 in
the Council Chambers of City Hall; 420 N. 6™ Street; Rochelle, IL 61068.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG & PRAYER: The Prayer was said by Clerk McKinney.

ROLL CALL: Present on Roll Call were Councilmembers Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D.
McDermott, T. McDermott, and Mayor Olson. Absent: none. A quorum of seven was present.
Also present were City Manager Plyman and City Clerk McKinney.

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC: None

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
Mayor: Mayor Olson presented to the Council 3 appointment. Council member Eckhart moved and
seconded by counciimember Hollenbeck: *I move the Council approve the mayor's

appointments of John Kenny to the airport advisory board as a voting member for a term to
expire July 1, 2019, Gary Dunn to the airport advisory board as a nonvoting member at large

for a term to expire July 1, 2019, and Doug Smith to the airport advisory board as a
nonvoting member at large for a term to expire July 1, 2018.” Roll cali vote was taken. Ayes:

Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D. McDermott, T. McDermott and Mayor Olson. Nays: None.
Motion passed 7-0.

Council: None.
PUBLIC COMMENTARY

BUSINESS ITEMS:
1) CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE with Recommendations:

a) Approve Minutes of City Council Meeting — November 14, 2016

b) Accept and Place on File Minutes of Trucking Advisory Committee — December 16, 2014

c¢) Approve Bills—110416-111016, 111116-111716

d) Approve Payroll — 102416-110616

e) Approve City of Rochelle Meeting Dates for 2017

fy Approve City of Rochelle Legal Holidays for 2017

Moved by Councilor Hollenbeck and seconded by Councilor D. McDermott, “I move Consent
Agenda Iltems (a) through {f) be approved by Omnibus Vote as recommended.” Roll call vote
was taken. Ayes: Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D. McDermott, T. McDermott and Mayor
Olson. Nays: None. Motion passed 7-0.




2)

3)

4)
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Ordinance Adopting 2016 Tax Levy. The State of lllinois requires the City annually to adopt and file a
Property Tax Levy Ordinance on or before the last Tuesday in December. Last year the City’s Equalized
Assessed Valuation (EAV) was 224,558,825 and its property tax rate was $1.014090 per $100 of EAV,
which allowed the City to collect $2,277,229 in property taxes. For the upcoming year, Ogle County has
estimated the City's EAV at $231,369,031. Finance Manager Chris Cardott led a discussion on the 2016
Tax Levy at the November 14th City Council meeting. The proposed levy calculations would result in the
City collecting $2,386,221 in property taxes, an increase of 4.99% over 2015. Based on the estimated
EAV, the tax rate would decrease by .017258 per $100 EAV, compared to 2015, to a rate of 1.031348.
The proposed 2016 levy includes funding the Police and Fire Pension Funds as recommended by the
City’s actuarial studies. Moved by Councilor Eckhart and seconded by Councilor Hollenbeck,_*1

move ordinance 16-4630, an ordinance levying property taxes for the city of Rochelle for

the fiscal year January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017, be approved.” Roll call vote
was taken. Ayes: Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D. McDermott, T. McDemott and Mayor

Olson. Nays: None. Motion passed 7-0.

Ordinance Abating the Taxes Levied for 2016 - Taxable General Obligation Bonds. In 2010 the
Mayor and Council approved an ordinance providing for the issuance of bonds to finance offsite
improvements related to the Lighthouse Pointe Subdivision and Route 38 corridor. The City
subsequently issued Taxable General Obligation Bonds, Series 2010 {Recovery Zone Economic
Development Bonds) in the amount of $2,940,000. In April of 2013, due to federal budget cuts which
affected the subsidy available through the Recovery Zone Bond program, the council approved the
issuance of General Obligation Refunding Bonds in an amount not to exceed $3,125,000, which included
interest and bond issuance costs. The annual debt service related to these bonds is being paid through
TIF revenues, instead of property taxes, when sufficient funds are available. In order to abate the
property taxes, the proposed ordinance must be approved annually and forwarded to Lee and Ogle
County. Moved by Councilor Hollenbeck and seconded by Councilor T. McDermott, “I move
ordinance 16-4631, an ordinance abating the taxes levied for 2016 to pay debt service on

taxable general obligation bonds, be approved.” Roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Burke,
Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D. McDermott, T. McDermott and Mayor Olson. Nays: None.

Motion passed 7-0.

Ordinance Adopting the 2016 Comprehensive Plan for the City of Rochelle. The City of Rochelle
adopted its first Comprehensive Plan in 1973, with the most recent update in 2009. The Comprehensive
Plan is intended to provide a framework for future development and revitalization based on existing
conditions, trends, goals and objectives. In order to be an effective tool, the Plan should be updated
every 5-7 years. In keeping with this guideline, the City hired Teska and Associates to assist with a
revision to the 2009 plan. Since contracting with Teska, City staff and the Planning and Zoning
Commission have worked diligently with our consultant to modify and update the plan based on specific
projects and new initiatives. Several significant updates have been included in the revised Plan including
the implementation of the Quiet Zone, new FEMA floodplain maps, the rebranding initiative, Downtown
& Southern Gateway TIF, rail expansion, airport runway expansion and the installation of the 4™ water
tower. New development has also been added to the plan including Mighty Vine, Bright Farms, Nippon
Sharyo, Chicagoland Skydiving, Box Office Distillery and several others. The 2016 Comprehensive Plan
reflects the progress made thus far, future planning strategies and land use, plan initiatives and action
items to move forward. The Comprehensive Plan was discussed in detail at the October 3™ Planning and
Zoning Commission meeting. In addition, a Public Hearing was held at the November 7™ Planning and
Zoning meeting and the commission subsequently voted to recommend approval of the Plan by a vote of
6-0. Moved by Councilor Eckhart and seconded by Councilor Burke, “l move ordinance 16—
4632, an ordinance adopting the 2016 comprehensive plan update, be approved.” Roll call
vote was taken. Ayes: Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck, Hayes, D. McDemott, T. McDermott and
Mayor Otson. Nays: None. Motion passed 7-0.
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Ordinances Adopting the International Building Code, the International Fire Code, the
International Mechanical Code, the International Residential Code, the National Electrical Code,
the International Existing Building Code, the International Fuel Gas Code and the International
Property Maintenance Code. The City Code provides in Chapters 22 and 42 for the adoption by
reference of several national and state building and construction related codes including the Nationa!
Electric Code, International Property Maintenance Code, International Fire Code, etc. Several of these
codes were last updated in 2004 when the Mayor and Council approved the adoption of the 2002/2003
editions of several International Code Council codes and the National Electric Code. Beginning in 2015,
the City of Rochelle, along with 30 other surrounding communities including the Counties of Ogle, Lee, Jo
Daviess, Winnebago, DeKalb and Boone in conjunction with the City of Rockford created 5 committees to
review and implement a Regional Building Code for the surrounding Counties in Northern lllinois. As part
of the process, Code Officials from the surrounding communities reviewed past adopted Building Codes
and amendments with a goal of creating a Unified Regional Building Code with Building Codes and
Amendments that are consistent throughout Northwest lllinois. By the end of 2015, the Northwest
llinois Regional Building Code was finalized and has since been adopted by multiple communities which
include; the City of Rockford, Winnebago County, Loves Park, Ashton, Hillcrest, Oregon, Freeport, Galena,
Rock Falls, Dixon and Belvidere. Several other communities will follow. The ordinances recommended
for adoption tonight include the various codes, with amendments which conform to the Northwest
Regional Building Code. Efforts have been made to notify contractors who commonly work in Rochelle of
the changes. Once approved these ordinances will become effective immediately. Moved by Councilor
D. McDermott and seconded by Councilor Hollenbeck, “I move ordinances 16-4618 through
16-4627, adopting the 2015 edition of the international building code, the international fire
code, the international mechanical code, the international residential code, the
international property maintenance code, the international existing building code, the

international fuel gas code, and the 2014 edition of the national electrical code, with
amendments, be approved.” Roll call vote was taken. Ayes: Burke, Eckhart, Hollenbeck,

Hayes, D. McDermott, T. McDermott and Mayor Olson. Nays: None. Motion passed 7-0.

Blue Cross Blue Shield 2017 Health Insurance Renewal. Insurance agent Ray Rice of Williams-Manny
has notified the City that Blue Cross/Blue Shieid will renew the current policy beginning fanuary 1, 2017
at an increased cost of 1.5 percent. The City offers full-time employees the option of selecting either a
single or family plan. Employees pay 15 percent of the total premium and the City pays the remainder.
During 2016, the single plan premium cost $736.35 per month and family plan premium cost $1,883.37.
After the 1.5 percent increase effective January 1, 2017, the single plan will increase to $747.40 and the
family plan will increase to $1,916.70. The total estimated cost of the Blue Cross/Blue Shield insurance
will be $1,992,937.20 during 2017. The expense is budgeted within each department across all city funds.
The proposed 2017 budget anticipates an increase in health insurance cost. ltem moved to next
meeting.
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7] Ordinance Amending Section 94-224 of the Municipal Code to Prohibit Parking - Brookside Drive.

In July of this year several Brookside Drive residents attended a city council meeting to voice their
concerns about parking issues on their street. These concerns included the ability of emergency vehicles
to navigate down the street, especially off of lllinois Route 38. A petition signed by many of the
Brookside Drive residents was presented at that time. As a result of the residents’ concerns, staff
members evaluated the street width and the geometrics of the Fire Department’s largest emergency
vehicle. The City of Rochelle Municipal Code allows for parking on one side of the street in a single family
residential district when the street is 31 feet in width. Brookside Drive is approximately 31 feet from
back of curb to curb. Therefore, City Engineer Sam Tesreau recommended prohibiting parking on the
entire west side and the southerly 100 feet of the east side of Brookside Drive. City Council reviewed
staff's recommendation at the October 11™ and 24* council meetings. After much discussion Council
determined that parking would remain on both sides of the street with the exception of the southerly
100 feet, as measured from the northerly right-of-way line of lllinois Route 38, along the east side of
Brookside Drive. No mation was made. Item died for a lack of motian.

DISCUSSION ITEM: The City Council met as a Committee of the Whole on October 24th and November
7th to discuss the upcoming 2017 budget. During the meetings, management staff provided information on
expenditure projections for May 1- December 31, 2016 and requests for new hires, capital purchases and
projects for 2017. These meetings gave council the opportunity to interact directly with the staff for
clarifications and questions. City Manager Plyman has reviewed the draft budget prepared by staff. He
provided council with a detailed list of modifications necessary for a balanced budget for 2017. Council does
not want to balance the budget by taking money out of the landfill fund. Council wants each department
head to go through budget and fin items they can reduce.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:43 PM, moved by Counselor Eckhart and seconded by Counselor
Hollenbeck, “t move the Council adjourn.” Motion passed by voice vote without dissent.

7 -

Bruce W. McKinney, CMC
City Clerk, City of Rochelle




