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Rochelle police department: 

Our primary goal is to continue to make the City of Rochelle a safer place to live and 

work, and to provide high quality professional service. We encourage community partner-

ships, protect the safety and well-being of our citizens, and take a proactive stance 

through crime prevention programs. 

Rochelle "The Hub-City" is a growing community of 9,500 plus citizens and is a natural 

transportation hub for industry and commercial business. Two interstate highways and 

two major railroads intersect in Rochelle bringing additional activity to the area. Our air-

port, hospital, and travel stops also provide services to both local residents and travelers. 

The Police Department provides full police services to the community 24 hours a day and 

in 2017 was comprised of 19 sworn officers, two K-9 units, eleven civilian personnel, and 

eight crossing guards.  The dispatch center serves the citizens of Rochelle with full       

enhanced 911 services and also serves as a back up dispatch center for the Ogle County 

Sheriff's Department. 



Chief Eric Higby 

Chief Higby joined the Department in 1996 and has spent time in both patrol and investigations divisions.  He was appointed chief 

on September 25, 2009.  He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforcement Administration and is responsible for the day-to-day 

operations of the Department.  Chief Higby is a graduate of Northwestern University’s School of Police Staff and Command.  In 

2008, he attended ten weeks of training at the 234th session of the F.B.I. National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.  Chief Higby has 

recently received training in Freedom of Information, School Violence and Media Relations. 

Jeff Leininger 

Deputy Chief 

Deputy Chief Leininger joined the department in 1998. He served as Detective Sergeant for the last 12 years, before being pro-

moted to Deputy Chief on 01/22/18. He is in charge of the evidence room and is responsible for transporting evidence to and 

from the Illinois State Police crime lab. He also assists with the department’s Facebook page and serves as the department’s 

photographer. Deputy Chief Leininger has received specialized training in sex offender registration, homicide investigations, gang 

crime, and serves as President of the Ogle County Crime Stoppers board. He is a 2006 graduate of Northwestern University 

Center for Public Safety School of Police Staff & Command.   



 

Jason Bergeron 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Bergeron joined the depart-
ment in 2000.  He served in the 
US Air Force for four years.  He 
has received training in incident 
command, sex offender registra-
tion, special weapons and tactics, 
and supervision of police person-
nel.  Sgt. Bergeron is an O.C. and 
firearms instructor and a child 
safety seat technician.  He holds 
an Associates Degree in Criminal 
Justice. 

 

Phil Frankenberry 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Frankenberry joined the de-
partment in 1998.  He served four 
years in the US Air Force as a 
combat engineer.  He has re-
ceived training in incident com-
mand, sex offender registration, 
and special weapons and tactics.  
Sgt. Frankenberry is a graduate 
of Northwestern University’s 
School of Police Staff and Com-
mand.  He is also a truck enforce-
ment officer. 

 

Bill Haan 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Haan joined the department 
in 2003.  He has received training 
in incident command, sex offend-
er registration, supervision of 
police personnel, search and 
seizure, breath alcohol testing, 
death investigations, and special 
weapons and tactics.  He is a 
certified juvenile officer. 

 

Chet Smith 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Smith joined the department 
in 2002.  He has received training 
in sex offender registration, spe-
cial weapons and tactics, supervi-
sion of police personnel and inci-
dent command.  Sgt. Smith is a 
certified juvenile officer and is in 
charge of the department's fleet 
maintenance program. 

 

Sergeants 



Terry Inman 

Detective 

Detective Inman joined the de-
partment in 2001.  He served in 
the US Navy for eight years.  He 
is a member of the ILEAS Mobile 
Field Force team and the Attorney 
General’s Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force.  Detective 
Inman has received training in 
homicide investigation and com-
puter crimes including peer to 
peer.  Detective Inman is a de-
partment FOIA officer.  He holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Law En-
forcement Administration and a 
Master of Science degree in Bi-
osecurity-Disaster Preparedness. 

 

John Kaltenbach 

Detective 

Detective Kaltenbach joined the 
department in 2004.  He holds an 
Associates Degree in Criminal 
Justice, is a member of the Emer-
gency Response Team and is an 
Instructor of Taser, OC, Hunter 
Safety, and Firearms.  He has 
received specialized training in 
advanced special weapons and 
tactics, tactical interactions, homi-
cide investigations and gang 
crime investigations. 

 

Brian Albers 

Detective 

Detective Albers joined the de-
partment in 2002.  In 2004 he was 
assigned to the Detective Divi-
sion, during which time he has 
worked narcotic investigations, 
and was assigned to the State 
Line Area Narcotic's Team 
"SLANT" for 3 years. He also has 
specialized training in gang inves-
tigation, homicide investigations, 
interview and interrogation, breath 
alcohol operator, and juvenile law. 
He also serves as a field training 
officer for the department and 
Electronic Criminal Surveillance 
Officer. 

detectives 



Aaron Rodabaugh 

Officer 

Officer Rodabaugh joined the department in 2001.  He served 
four years in the US Marine Corps as a Military Police Officer.  
He has an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice.  Officer Rod-
abaugh has received training in breath alcohol testing and inci-
dent command.  He is a certified juvenile officer. 

 

Matt Wittenberg 

Officer 

Officer Wittenberg joined the department in 2004.  He is a 
member of the Emergency Response Team and is a less lethal 
shotgun instructor.  He is a firearms instructor and assists with 
fleet maintenance.  From 2005-2008 he received the Alliance 
Against Intoxicated Motorists Award for having the highest num-
ber of DUI Arrests.  Officer Wittenberg holds an Associate’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. 

 

Jim Gilliam  

Officer 

Officer Gilliam joined the department in 2005.  He has a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Law Enforcement and Justice Administration.  
He has received training in special weapons tactics, breath 
alcohol testing, gang investigations, FTO and incident com-
mand.  Officer Gilliam is a certified juvenile officer, taser instruc-
tor and a member of the Emergency Response Team. 

 

Jim Jakymiw 

Officer 

Officer Jakymiw joined the department in 2007. He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforcement and Justice Administra-
tion.  He has received training in breath alcohol testing, patrol 
tactics and incident command.  Officer Jakymiw is a certified 
juvenile officer and bike officer. 

 

Matt Gerard 

Officer 

Officer Gerard joined the force in 2007.  He is a certified juve-
nile officer and is a member of the emergency response team.  
He has received training in special weapons and tactics, tactical 
interaction, school violence, patrol tactics and breath alcohol 
testing.  Officer Gerard is also a certified Concealed Carry In-
structor for the State of Illinois. 

 

Elvis Baneski 

Officer 

Officer Baneski joined the department in 2008.  He holds a 
Bachelor's Degree in Management.  He has received training in 
patrol tactics, street crimes, complete traffic stops, rapid deploy-
ment and breath alcohol testing.  He is also a bike officer.  Of-
ficer Baneski led the department with 21 DUI arrests for the 
year.   

 

Joe Sester 

Officer 

Officer Sester joined the Rochelle Police Department in 2011.  
He is a bike officer and is assigned to the Patrol Division.  He 
has training in patrol tactics, complete traffic stops and is a 
truck enforcement officer. 

 

Ryan Kovacs 

Officer 

Officer Kovacs joined the department in 2015.  He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology from NIU.  He has received 
training in search and seizure, control tactics, impact weapons, 
Taser, OC, PBT-BAO, enhanced patrol techniques, FEMA first 
responder, field sobriety testing, police Spanish and completed 
200 hours through the State of Illinois Correctional Officer 
Academy. 

 



Officer Ryan Beery 

Officer Beery joined the department in 2014 and has an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice.  Ryan is 

also a certified juvenile officer and has received training in Police Spanish, OC, Taser and FTO. 

 

K-9 Axel 

Axel is a German Shepherd/Malinois cross dual purpose dog that was born January 15, 2015. He came 

from FM K-9 in Indiana and graduated  on September 9, 2016 to begin his career with our depart-

ment.  Axel is certified thru NAPWDA which is the highest certificate for a working dog along with being 

certified thru the State Of Illinois and the Supreme Court.  Axel is certified in narcotics, building search-

es, apprehension work, area and article searches along with tracking  and obedience.       : 



Sandy Sullivan, Communications Supervisor 

CS Sullivan joined the Department in 1996 and is in charge of the Communications 

Division.  She has served on the Ogle County ETSB 911 Board since 2002.  She is a 

certified LAC LEADS Operator and is also certified in the areas of legal issues, train-

ing officer, EMD, incident command, hostage negotiations, advanced law enforcement 

dispatch, 911 liability, fire dispatch, CPR, AED, and On-Star.  CS Sullivan maintains 

scheduling for both Dispatchers and Crossing Guards.  She also serves as a FOIA 

Officer and Administrative Assistant to the Chief of Police. 

Luisa Nambo, Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Nambo joined the 

Department in 2003.  She is a 

bilingual dispatcher, training 

officer and a child safety seat 

technician.  She is certified in 

LEADS, EMD and 911 Dispatch.  

She has additional training in 

Incident Command, domestic 

violence, 911 liability, active 

shooter, suicide intervention, 

CPR, AED, On-Star and Home-

land Security. 

 

Cory beck, Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Beck joined the De-

partment in 2004.  She is a train-

ing officer and a certified LAC 

LEADS operator.  She has addi-

tional training in 911 Dispatch, 

LEADS, Incident Command, 

active shooter, stress identifica-

tion, 911 liability and domestic 

violence.  She has additional 

training in CPR, AED, On-Star, 

fire dispatch, advanced law en-

forcement dispatch, EMD and 

TTY. 

 

Robin Olszewski,                    
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Olszewski joined 

the Department in 2007.  He is 

certified in LEADS, advanced 

law enforcement dispatch, 

advanced fire dispatch, EMD, 

911 Dispatch, hostage negoti-

ations, active shooter, domes-

tic violence and suicide inter-

vention.  He also has received 

specialized training in CPR, 

AED, On-Star and TTY. 

 

Cassie Rogers, Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Rogers joined the 

Department in 2013.  She is certi-

fied in 911 Dispatch, LEADS, 

Incident Command, EMD, CPR, 

AED, OnStar, TTY, Ogle County 

Siren Operations, law enforce-

ment dispatch, fire service dis-

patch and has received severe 

weather spotter training. 

 

Trevor Owen,                       
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Owen joined the 

Department in 2015.  He is 

certified in LEADS, advanced 

law enforcement, dispatch, 

advanced fire dispatch, EMD, 

911 Dispatch, CPR, AED, On-

Star and TTY along with Ogle 

County Siren Operations. 

 

Senada Ajvazi,                   
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Ajvazi joined the De-

partment in 2015.  She is certi-

fied in LEADS, advanced law 

enforcement dispatch, advanced 

fire dispatch, EMD, 911 Dispatch, 

CPR, AED, On-Star, and TTY 

along with Ogle County Siren 

Operations. 

 



Chris Watson 

Lincoln Avenue/9th Street 

Central School 

 

James Birchall 

9th Street/4th Avenue 

Central School 

 

Joan Birchall-Love 

8th Street/5th Avenue 

Central School 

 

Susan Morris 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn  McGrath 

9th Street/10th Avenue 

Tilton School 

 

Angela MitchellE 

10th Avenue/Lincoln Highway 

May School 

 

Marissa Mallory 

2nd Street/School Avenue 

May School 

 

  Katherine bergeson 

 

 

School crossing guards 

: 



 

RPD Joins community parades 

Memorial day, independence day & Lincoln highway heritage festival 

: 



Farewell don! 

K-9 Don retired from the force in 2017 

: 



: 
In August, Officer Joe Sester responded to a parking complaint at May School.  While he was there, he noticed an 

Oakland Raiders sticker on a vehicle and struck up a conversation with the owner of the truck about the team.     

The vehicle owner and his son, who is a student at May, are avid Oakland fans as is Officer Sester.  The three              

started a friendship and have stayed in touch since their initial conversation.  Officer Sester has been to a birthday 

party at their residence and played football in the backyard with them.    





: 
National Night Out 



: 
National Night Out 



2017 TORCH RUN  

FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

: 



 

Officer Beery & K-9 Axel attended Career Day  

at Central School. 

: 





 

RPD Welcomes Local Kids to 
the First Day of School! 



 

RPD Welcomes new city manager Jeff Fiegenschuh   

: 



 

On November 5, 2017 Rockford 
Police Officer Jaimie Cox was 

killed in the line of duty.                       

Rochelle Officers participated 
in a processional for Officer 
Cox and represented Rochelle 
at the visitation and funeral 

services. 

IN MEMORY 

: 



 

RPD Celebrates! 

: 



Pete & Josie Alfano, Owners of Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant in         
Rochelle Donated Bears Tickets to the Rochelle Police Department.           

Attendees were chosen through a raffle. 





Rochelle Community Hospital, Rochelle Fire Depart-

ment and Rochelle Police Department are joining 

forces to provide safety information to area children. 

For several years, local businesses have supported 

the hospital’s efforts in providing a personal safety 

book to every third grader in the area that tours the 

h o s p i t a l  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .   

RCH, RFD and RPD, in partnership with Community 

Safety Net™, are presenting the “Personal Safety – 

Smart choices for LIFE” family resource booklet to 

e d u c a t e  a n d  p r o t e c t  o u r  y o u t h . 

Brian Rutherford from Community Safety Net™ will be 

visiting area businesses during the week of July 24. 

Brian will briefly explain the various levels of support 

that are available for sponsoring the                                    

p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  b o o k .    

This initiative provides young people in our service 

area with effective tools to stay safe and injury-free. 

The personal safety book offers parents practical 

ideas on protecting their children as well.  

Content includes a DVD with interactive quiz, seven 

different sections for children including safety at 

home, school, play, away from home, vital safety 

topics and emergencies and first aid. Another section 

contains information for parents including: drugs, 

sexual abuse, bullying, vehicles safety and other top-

ics, street proofing your kids and safety tips for par-

ents. The book concludes with fun learning quizzes 

and a diploma. 

Sponsors 

Rochelle Community Hospital would like to thank all of the following businesses who supported this effort for the 2016-17 school year:  Comfort Inn & Suites; Holiday Inn Ex-

press; Del Monte Foods, Inc.; Rochelle Foods, Inc.; Family Healthcare Clinic, a part of Rochelle Community Hospital; Hueber, LLC; Rock Valley Credit Union; CHS Elburn; An-

derson Plumbing & Heating; Crop Production Services; Davidson Grain, Inc.; First National Bank; Holcomb State Bank; Query Insurance Agency, Division of Crum-Halsted 

Agency Inc.; Rochelle Community Hospital; Davidson Trucking, Inc.; Heights Finance Corporation; Rochelle Pharmacy; Steve’s Complete Automotive, and Sullivan’s Foods. 

If you have any questions or concerns or want to make sure your business is included in this safety initiative, please feel free to contact: 

Janet Stewart at Rochelle Community Hospital, 815-561-3113; Lieutenant Zach Prewett at Rochelle Fire Department at 815-562-2122 or Sandy Sullivan at Rochelle Police De-

partment at 815-562-2131.  (Source:  Rochelle News-Leader) 

Working to Keep Children Safe 

: 



The Rochelle Police Department held a retirement open house on Thursday afternoon 

for Tony Milburn who spent more than 16 years as a 9-1-1 dispatcher. Police Chief Eric 

Higby presented Milburn with a retirement badge, mentioning how much he appreciat-

ed Milburn’s commitment to his job as dispatcher and sense of humor along the way. 

 

Dispatch supervisor Sandy Sullivan also commented on Milburn’s commitment to work-

ing, especially during a time of need. Sullivan presented Milburn with a plaque and a 

cup filled with lifesavers, symbolizing the importance of Milburn’s work as a dispatcher 

fielding many types of emergency calls, and the lives saved. 

 

Dispatcher Tony Milburn Retires 

: 



2017 

Statistics 



Abandoned Auto 69 Accident—Fatal 1 Accident—Other 47 Accident—PD 223 

Accident—PI 17 Accident—Priv Prop 81 Admin Tow 78 Agg Crim Sex Abuse 1 

Aggravated Assault 1 Aggravated Battery 3 Alarm 139 Animal Complaint 287 

Assault 3 Assist City PD 18 Assist County PD  71 Assist Other Agency 108 

Assist State PD 70 Assist/K-9 159 Attempt. Burglary 4 Attempt Suicide 1 

Attempted Theft 1 Battery 35 Bike Registration 7 Bomb Threat 1 

Burglary—Motor Veh 36 Burglary—Other 1 Burglary—Business 3 Burglary—Residence 17 

Business Check 1,084 Check Welfare 323 Child Abuse 4 Child Neglect 1 

Child Pornography 1 Citizen Assist 90 Civil Problem 183 Counterfeit Money 17 

Crim Dam St Prop 1 Crim Damage Prop 16 Crim  Trespass Land 10 Crim Trespass Residen 4 

Crim Sex Abuse 4 Crim Sex Assault 5 Damage to Property 15 Damage to Vehicle 23 

Death 9 Deceptive Practice 3 Disorderly Conduct 4 Disturbance 296 

Domestic 242 Domestic Battery 55 Driving Complaint 239 Escort 72 

Fingerprints 209 Fire Alarm 110 Fire Assist Other 32 Fire/Smoke 149 

Fireworks 29 FOIA 506 Foot Patrol 1,687 Forgery 4 

Found Articles 99 Found Child 3 Home Invasion 1 Identity Theft 13 

Indecent Exposure 2 Information 450 Juvenile Complaint 85 Keys Locked in Vehicle 43 

Liquor License Service 24 Lost Articles 68 Missing Adult 8 Missing Juvenile 65 

Motorist Assist 271 Neighborhood Complain 52 No FOID Card 1 Panhandling Complaint 10 

Parking Complaint 128 Patrol Advisory 42 Phone Harrassment 54 Poss/Cannabis 2 

        

2017 Call Summary 



Poss Drug/Para 1 Repossession 40 Special Detail 1,046   

Request Ambulance 1,400 Retail Theft 55 Roadway Debris 44 Safety Seat Inspect 10 

Scam 43 Severe Weather 16 Sex Offend Regist 60 Shooting 3 

Solicitor Complaint 47 Stop Arm Violation 21 Subpoena Service 7 Suicide 1 

Supervisory Duties 1 Suspicious Activity 179 Suspicious Noise 29 Suspicious Person 162 

Suspicious Vehicle 155 Tavern Check 17 Theft Labor/Service 5 Theft Over $500 23 

Theft Under $500  64 Theft– Auto 11 Traffic Control 4 Traffic Stop 1,792 

Translation Calls 7 Truck Enforcement 82 Unlawful Credit Card 3 Unlawful Weapon 1 

Voil Order of Protect 11 Warrant Service 188 Wire/Tree Down 49   

        

   Total: 15,000    

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        















 

: 

2017 Total calls                   

 

1,917—911 

15,088—Fire 

153,257—Police 



: 



 

FINES & FEES COLLECTED 

ADMINISTRATIVE TOW  $39,200 

FINES & FEES*     $101,908 

 *INCLUDES OVERWEIGHT TRUCK FEES INADVERTENTLY PAID TO THE  

  STATE OF ILLINOIS BY OGLE COUNTY.  STATES ATTORNEY IS WORKING  
   TO HAVE FUNDS REIMBURSED TO THE CITY OF ROCHELLE.    

 

: 



 

New Radios 

In March of 2017 the Department purchased the Motorola APX 6000 single-band                  

portable radios.  The City of Rochelle purchased 19 radios while the                                      

Ogle County E-911 Board purchased two for a total of $94,476.   

 

: 



 


