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Rochelle police department: 

Our primary goal is to continue to make the City of Rochelle a safer place to live and 

work, and to provide high quality professional service. We encourage community partner-

ships, protect the safety and well-being of our citizens, and take a proactive stance 

through crime prevention programs. 

Rochelle "The Hub-City" is a growing community of 9,500 plus citizens and is a natural 

transportation hub for industry and commercial business. Two interstate highways and 

two major railroads intersect in Rochelle bringing additional activity to the area. Our air-

port, hospital, and travel stops also provide services to both local residents and travelers. 

The Police Department provides full police services to the community 24 hours a day and 

in 2018 was comprised of 19 sworn officers, one K-9 unit, eight civilian personnel, and six 

crossing guards.  The dispatch center serves the citizens of Rochelle with full enhanced 

911 services and also serves as a back up dispatch center for the Ogle County Sheriff's 

Department. 



Chief Eric Higby 

Chief Higby joined the Department in 1996 and has spent time in both patrol and investigations divisions.  He was appointed chief 

on September 25, 2009.  He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforcement Administration and is responsible for the day-to-day 

operations of the Department.  Chief Higby is a graduate of Northwestern University’s School of Police Staff and Command.  In 

2008, he attended ten weeks of training at the 234th session of the F.B.I. National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.  Chief Higby has 

recently received training in Freedom of Information, School Violence and Media Relations. 

Jeff Leininger 

Deputy Chief 

Deputy Chief Leininger joined the department in 1998. He served as Detective Sergeant for the last 12 years, before being pro-

moted to Deputy Chief on 01/22/18. He is in charge of the evidence room and is responsible for transporting evidence to and 

from the Illinois State Police crime lab. He also assists with the department’s Facebook page and serves as the department’s 

photographer. Deputy Chief Leininger has received specialized training in sex offender registration, homicide investigations, gang 

crime, and serves as President of the Ogle County Crime Stoppers board. He is a 2006 graduate of Northwestern University 

Center for Public Safety School of Police Staff & Command.   



 

Jason Bergeron 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Bergeron joined the depart-
ment in 2000.  He served in the 
US Air Force for four years.  He 
has received training in incident 
command, sex offender registra-
tion, special weapons and tactics, 
and supervision of police person-
nel.  Sgt. Bergeron is an O.C. and 
firearms instructor and a child 
safety seat technician.  He holds 
an Associates Degree in Criminal 
Justice. 

 

Phil Frankenberry 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Frankenberry joined the de-
partment in 1998.  He served four 
years in the US Air Force as a 
combat engineer.  He has re-
ceived training in incident com-
mand, sex offender registration, 
and special weapons and tactics.  
Sgt. Frankenberry is a graduate 
of Northwestern University’s 
School of Police Staff and Com-
mand.  He is also a truck enforce-
ment officer.  In 2018, Sergeant 
Frankenberry completed the FBI 
National Academy program for 
law enforcement. 

 

Bill Haan 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Haan joined the department 
in 2003.  He has received training 
in incident command, sex offend-
er registration, supervision of 
police personnel, search and 
seizure, breath alcohol testing, 
death investigations, and special 
weapons and tactics.  He is a 
certified juvenile officer. 

 

Chet Smith 

Sergeant 

Sgt. Smith joined the department 
in 2002.  He has received training 
in sex offender registration, spe-
cial weapons and tactics, supervi-
sion of police personnel and inci-
dent command.  Sgt. Smith is a 
certified juvenile officer and is in 
charge of the department's fleet 
maintenance program. 

 

Sergeants 



Terry Inman 

Detective 

Detective Inman joined the de-
partment in 2001.  He served in 
the US Navy for eight years.  He 
is a member of the ILEAS Mobile 
Field Force team and the Attorney 
General’s Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force.  Detective 
Inman has received training in 
homicide investigation and com-
puter crimes including peer to 
peer.  Detective Inman is a de-
partment FOIA officer.  He holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Law En-
forcement Administration and a 
Master of Science degree in Bi-
osecurity-Disaster Preparedness. 

 

John Kaltenbach 

Detective 

Detective Kaltenbach joined the 
department in 2004.  He holds an 
Associates Degree in Criminal 
Justice, is a member of the Emer-
gency Response Team and is an 
Instructor of Taser, OC, Hunter 
Safety, and Firearms.  He has 
received specialized training in 
advanced special weapons and 
tactics, tactical interactions, homi-
cide investigations and gang 
crime investigations. 

 

Brian Albers 

Detective 

Detective Albers joined the de-
partment in 2002.  In 2004 he was 
assigned to the Detective Divi-
sion, during which time he has 
worked narcotic investigations, 
and was assigned to the State 
Line Area Narcotic's Team 
"SLANT" for 3 years. He also has 
specialized training in gang inves-
tigation, homicide investigations, 
interview and interrogation, breath 
alcohol operator, and juvenile law. 
He also serves as a field training 
officer for the department and 
Electronic Criminal Surveillance 
Officer. 

detectives 



Aaron Rodabaugh 

Officer 

Officer Rodabaugh joined the department in 2001.  He served 
four years in the US Marine Corps as a Military Police Officer.  
He has an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice.  Officer Rod-
abaugh has received training in breath alcohol testing and inci-
dent command.  He is a certified juvenile officer. 

 

Matt Wittenberg 

Officer 

Officer Wittenberg joined the department in 2004.  He is a 
member of the Emergency Response Team and is a less lethal 
shotgun instructor.  He is a firearms instructor and assists with 
fleet maintenance.  From 2005-2008 he received the Alliance 
Against Intoxicated Motorists Award for having the highest num-
ber of DUI Arrests.  Officer Wittenberg holds an Associate’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. 

 

Jim Gilliam  

Officer 

Officer Gilliam joined the department in 2005.  He has a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Law Enforcement and Justice Administration.  
He has received training in special weapons tactics, breath 
alcohol testing, gang investigations, FTO and incident com-
mand.  Officer Gilliam is a certified juvenile officer, taser instruc-
tor and a member of the Emergency Response Team. 

 

Jim Jakymiw 

Officer 

Officer Jakymiw joined the department in 2007. He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforcement and Justice Administra-
tion.  He has received training in breath alcohol testing, patrol 
tactics and incident command.  Officer Jakymiw is a certified 
juvenile officer and bike officer.  Office Jakymiw became the 
Rochelle Elementary District’s School Resource Officer in 2018. 

 

Matt Gerard 

Officer 

Officer Gerard joined the force in 2007.  He is a certified juve-
nile officer and is a member of the emergency response team.  
He has received training in special weapons and tactics, tactical 
interaction, school violence, patrol tactics and breath alcohol 
testing.  Officer Gerard is also a certified Concealed Carry In-
structor for the State of Illinois. 

 

Elvis Baneski 

Officer 

Officer Baneski joined the department in 2008.  He holds a 
Bachelor's Degree in Management.  He has received training in 
patrol tactics, street crimes, complete traffic stops, rapid deploy-
ment and breath alcohol testing.  He is also a bike officer.  Of-
ficer Baneski led the department with 21 DUI arrests for the 
year.   

 

Joe Sester 

Officer 

Officer Sester joined the Rochelle Police Department in 2011.  
He is a bike officer and is assigned to the Patrol Division.  He 
has training in patrol tactics, complete traffic stops and is a 
truck enforcement officer. 

 

Ryan Kovacs 

Officer 

Officer Kovacs joined the department in 2015.  He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology from NIU.  He has received 
training in search and seizure, control tactics, impact weapons, 
Taser, OC, PBT-BAO, enhanced patrol techniques, FEMA first 
responder, field sobriety testing, police Spanish and completed 
200 hours through the State of Illinois Correctional Officer 
Academy. 

 



Officer Ryan Beery 

Officer Beery joined the department in 2014 and has an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice.  Ryan is 

also a certified juvenile officer and has received training in Police Spanish, OC, Taser and FTO. 

 

K-9 Axel 

Axel is a German Shepherd/Malinois cross dual purpose dog that was born January 15, 2015. He came 

from FM K-9 in Indiana and graduated  on September 9, 2016 to begin his career with our depart-

ment.  Axel is certified thru NAPWDA which is the highest certificate for a working dog along with being 

certified thru the State Of Illinois and the Supreme Court.  Axel is certified in narcotics, building search-

es, apprehension work, area and article searches along with tracking  and obedience.       : 

K-9 



: 

Officer Peter Pavia was sworn in as Rochelle’s newest Police Officer. Officer Pavia has 

been in Law Enforcement since 1997. He has spent the last 17 years with Elburn PD.      

Pavia attended Northwestern University’s School Of Police Staff and Command in 2013.  

Welcome Officer Pavia!  

Welcome Officer Pavia 



Sandy Sullivan, Communications Supervisor 

CS Sullivan joined the Department in 1996 and is in charge of the Communications 

Division.  She has served on the Ogle County ETSB 911 Board since 2002.  She is a 

certified LAC LEADS Operator and is also certified in the areas of legal issues, train-

ing officer, EMD, incident command, hostage negotiations, advanced law enforcement 

dispatch, 911 liability, fire dispatch, CPR, AED, and On-Star.  CS Sullivan maintains 

scheduling for both Dispatchers and Crossing Guards.  She also serves as a FOIA 

Officer and Administrative Assistant to the Chief of Police. 

Luisa Nambo,                 
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Nambo joined the 

Department in 2003.  She is a 

bilingual dispatcher, training 

officer and a child safety seat 

technician.  She is certified in 

LEADS, EMD and 911 Dis-

patch.  She has additional 

training in Incident Command, 

domestic violence, 911 liabil-

ity, active shooter, suicide 

intervention, CPR, AED, On-

Star and Homeland Security.  

She attended  a week-long 

course in strangulation with 

members of HOPE.   

 

Cory beck,                         
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Beck joined the 

Department in 2004.  She is a 

training officer and a certified 

LAC LEADS operator.  She 

has additional training in 911 

Dispatch, LEADS, Incident 

Command, active shooter, 

stress identification, 911 liabil-

ity and domestic violence.  She 

has additional training in CPR, 

AED, On-Star, fire dispatch, 

advanced law enforcement 

dispatch, EMD and TTY. 

 

Robin Olszewski,                    
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Olszewski joined 

the Department in 2007.  He 

is certified in LEADS, ad-

vanced law enforcement 

dispatch, advanced fire 

dispatch, EMD, 911 Dis-

patch, hostage negotiations, 

active shooter, domestic 

violence and suicide inter-

vention.  He also has re-

ceived specialized training 

in CPR, AED, On-Star and 

TTY. 

 

Cassie Rogers, Dis-
patcher 

Dispatcher Rogers joined the 

Department in 2013.  She is 

certified in 911 Dispatch, 

LEADS, Incident Command, 

EMD, CPR, AED, OnStar, 

TTY, Ogle County Siren 

Operations, hostage negotia-

tion, active shooter, law 

enforcement dispatch, fire 

service dispatch and has 

received severe weather 

spotter training.   

 

Trevor Owen,                       
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Owen joined 

the Department in 2015.  

He is certified in LEADS, 

advanced law enforce-

ment, dispatch, advanced 

fire dispatch, hostage 

negotiations, active shoot-

er, suicide intervention, 

EMD, 911 Dispatch, CPR, 

AED, On-Star and TTY 

along with Ogle County 

Siren Operations. 

 

Senada Ajvazi,                   
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Ajvazi joined the 

Department in 2015.  She is 

certified in LEADS, ad-

vanced law enforcement 

dispatch, advanced fire 

dispatch, EMD, 911 Dis-

patch, CPR, AED, On-Star, 

and TTY along with Ogle 

County Siren Operations.  

Dispatcher Ajvazi has also 

received specialized training 

in strangulation. 

 

Alison owen,                   
Dispatcher 

Dispatcher Owen returned 

to our department part 

time Oct 2018.  She is certi-

fied in LEADS, advanced 

law enforcement dispatch, 

fire dispatch, EMD, 911 

Dispatch, CPR, AED, On-

Star, TTY along with Ogle 

County Siren Opera-

tions.  She also has re-

ceived specialized training 

in strangulation.   



Chris Watson 

Lincoln Avenue/9th Street 

Central School 

 

James Birchall 

9th Street/4th Avenue 

Central School 

 

Joan Birchall-Love 

8th Street/5th Avenue 

Central School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn  McGrath 

9th Street/10th Avenue 

Tilton School 

 

Angela MitchellE 

10th Avenue/Lincoln Highway 

May School 

 

Marissa Mallory 

2nd Street/School Avenue 

May School 

 

   

 

 

School crossing guards 

: 



Crossing Guards 



: 

Ronald “Stony” Stonebraker, 67, passed away Sunday, September 30, 2018, at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center in Rockford. Stony was born February 27, 1951 in Mt. Morris, IL, the son of Russell and Carolyn 
(Abbott) Stonebraker.  
 
Stony has been a Rochelle resident since 1974. He worked as an ironworker for over 30 years through Lo-
cal 63. Stony served as a City of Rochelle Fire and Police Commissioner for 15 years. He was an original 
member of the Rochelle Fire Department Dive Rescue Team. Stony helped the Jarvis family during planting 
and harvest season for over 15 years. He dedicated many hours of service to the Rochelle community, 
providing his time and resources any way he could. Stony was an avid sports fan. He played in numerous 
Rochelle softball leagues when he was younger. He especially loved golf and football.  
 
Stony is survived by his children, Shane (Cassie) Stonebraker, Christy (Ryan) Russo, Maria (Joseph) 
Quast, and Racheal Cecchetti; five grandchildren, Reed Carter Stonebraker, Addison and Lylla Russo, and 
Kinley and Kolton Quast; two brothers, Jim and Jeff Stonebraker; Shane’s mother, Dottie Stafford; and nu-
merous nephews, nieces, and cousins.  
 
Stony is preceded in death by his parents.  
 

 



: 

Police & Fire Commission 

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners are appointed by the Mayor with the consent of City Council.  

The Commission develops eligibility lists for police and fire appointments  

and hears appeals concerning employee discipline action.  

 

Members: 

Bob Johns, Chairman 

Mitch Montgomery 

Jim May 



 

Leininger named deputy chief  

 



 

Dc Leininger: 20 years of service 

 



Top DUI Arrests: Elvis Baneski 



 

RPD at the Irish Hooley 

: 



 

Frankenberry Graduates from FBI National Academy 

: 



 

Officer Gerard Completes Bachelor’s Degree 

: 
Officer Gerard graduated with his Bachelors of Science in Criminal Justice with an emphasis in  

Homeland Security and Counter Terrorism from Southern New Hampshire University. 



Dispatcher nambo attended specialized                 
training on strangulation prevention 



Jakymiw Named School 
Resource Officer 

The City of Rochelle & Rochelle Elementary District 231 are proud to announce the selection of 
Rochelle Police Officer Jim Jakymiw as the District’s new School Resource Officer, pending 

final contract approval by both the City Council and the Elementary School Board. 

“The SRO will be in the schools to serve as a role model and a resource for both the students 
and staff,” said Police Chief Eric Higby.  He continued, “I know Officer Jakymiw will be fantastic 

with the kids.” 

The Resource Officer’s role is to serve as an educator, mentor and lastly law enforcer.  Along 
with helping to provide a safe learning environment, the SRO works to foster positive relation-
ships with students, helps students in developing problem-solving strategies and develops 

presentations for school staff.  

Officer Jakymiw joined the Department in 2007. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Law Enforce-
ment and Justice Administration and has received training in breath alcohol testing, patrol tac-
tics and incident command. Officer Jakymiw is a certified juvenile officer, bike officer and car 

seat technician. 

The proposed agreement includes the Officer serving the school district during the school year 
and returning to regular Police Department duties during the summer months with each entity 
funding their time period. Both organizations hope to have the agreement in place by the start of 

October. 

“This is another prime example of the City and local school districts working cooperatively to-
gether to provide a valuable service to the parents, teachers, and children of our community,” 

said City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh.     

“District 231 looks forward to partnering with the City of Rochelle, and specifically with Officer 
Jakymiw, on providing a safe and secure learning environment for our students.” said Jason 

Harper, Superintendent of Rochelle Elementary District 231. 



Lip sync challenge 

: 

The Rochelle, Illinois Police Department took the lip sync challenge to new heights with their much anticipated video! Featuring City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh as 
the "bad guy", Rochelle Officers spent the day chasing him from the community's quaint downtown to the town's best-known attraction: the Chicagoland Skydiving 

Center....where the bad guy AND the cops jumped out of a perfectly good airplane....all in a quest to save their donuts!  



Lip sync challenge 

: 



Lip sync challenge 

: 



Sergeant Chet Smith; Officers Joe Sester and Ryan Beery; and Dispatchers Cassie Rog-

ers and Trevor Owen were honored at Monday's City Council Meeting for their efforts dur-

ing a recent fire call. 

Dispatcher Rogers immediately took control of the call while continuing to call for addition-

al help and keeping track of the Police & Fire Unites. Dispatcher Owen provided backup to 

Rogers and assisted with traffic while fielding other calls.  

Officers Sester and Beery were the first to arrive on the scene and worked to evacuate 

tenants from the building in dense smoke. They were able to safely evacuate every ten-

ant. Their quick response and immediate actions upon arrival ensured a positive outcome 

for an event that could have ended in tragedy. 

First Responders                   
Commended 



Local School Visits 



Local School Visits 

: 



Cop on a rooftop 



Bike Patrol 

: 



Rotary Guests 



Wayne’s Retirement 





: 
National Night Out 



: 
National Night Out 



: 
National Night Out 



2018 TORCH RUN  

FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

: 



Donut Boy Visit 

: 

Donut Boy, Tyler, has traveled to over 40 states and delivered over 70,000 donuts to say thank you to Police Officers and he made a stop in Rochelle! 



 

Officer Sester Presents to local Schools 

: 



Hay Day—Police Haybale 

: 



: 

2018 Blood Drives 



 

Donations 

: 



 

Chamber Leadership Academy                    
Tours RPD 

: 



 

Lincoln Highway                              
Heritage Festival 

: 



Radio Room Remodel:  

Before & during  



Radio Room Remodel:  

After 



Radio Room Remodel:  

After 



Patrol Wing Remodel: Before & After 



: 

Police Week 



: 

RPD Tour & Thanks 



: 

Stuff the Squad  



Middle School Threat Response 



2018 

Statistics 



Abandoned Auto 72 Accident—Fatal 1 Accident Other 45 Accident PD 210 

Accident PI 14 Accident Private Prop 97 Admin Tow 88 Agg Assault 1 

Alarm 178 Animal Complaint 301 Animal Cruelty 3 Arson 1 

Assault 2 Assist City PD 20 Assist County PD 90 Assist Other Agency 160 

Assist State PD 59 Assist K-9 135 Attempted Burglary 1 Attempted Suicide 3 

Attempted Theft 1 Background Check 5 Battery 60 Bike Registration 3 

Bomb Threat 4 Burglary—Motor Vehicle 13 Burglary Other 2 Burglary Business 3 

Burglary Residence 27 Business Check 1,084 Check Welfare 348 Child Abuse 2 

Child Neglect 1 Child Pornography 2 Citizen Assist 99 Civil Problem 184 

Confined Space 1 Cons Alcohol Minor 1 Counterfeit Money 17 Court 41 

Court Security 11 Crim Damage Property 28 Crim Damage Vehicle 12 Crim Trespass Land 24 

Crim Trespass Resid 11 Criminal Sex Abuse 11 Criminal Sex Assault 20 Crossing Guard Detail 1 

Curfew Violation 1 Damage to Property 34 Damage to Vehicle 14 Death  10 

Deceptive Practice 5 Disorderly Conduct 11 Disturbance 311 Domestic 277 

Domestic Battery 57 Driving Complaint 199 Drug Overdose 2 Escort 60 

Fingerprints 302 Fire Alarm 138 Fire Assist Other Agenc 30 Fire/Smoke 182 

Fireworks 26 Flooding 5 FOIA 413 Forgery 3 

Found Articles 89 Found Child 3 Identity Theft 10 Indecent Exposure 3 

Information  173 Junk Title 42 Juvenile Complaint 59 Keys Locked Vehicle 29 

Kidnapping 1 Liquor License Service 26 Lost Articles 50 Missing Adult 10 

        

2018 Call Summary 



Missing Juvenile 39 Motorist Assist 280 Neighborhood Compl 52 Other Sex Offense 4 

Pan Handling Complaint 20 Parking Complaint 124 Patrol Advisory 40 Phone Harassment 55 

Possession/Cannabis 7 Repossession 40 Request Ambulance 1575 Retail Theft 43 

Roadway Debris 65 Robbery 1 Safety Seat Inspection 11 Scam 23 

Severe Weather 9 Sex Offender Registrat 85 Shooting 4 Snow Ordinance 310 

Solicitor Complaint 11 Stalking  8 Stop Arm Violation 8 Subpoena Service 15 

Supervisory Duties 59 Suspicious Activity 180 Suspicious Noise 34 Suspicious Person 183 

Suspicious Vehicle 183 Tavern Check 101 Theft Labor/Service 5 Theft Over $500 18 

Theft Under $500 62 Theft/Coin Op Machine 1 Theft-Auto 21 Traffic Control 18 

Traffic Stop 1,493 Translation Calls 1 Truck Enforcement 80 Ulaw Poss Prescrip Frm 1 

Unlaw Use Credit Card 14 Unlaw Poss of Weapon 1 Viol Order Protection 32 Violate Bond Condition 7 

Warrant Service 122 Wire/Tree Down 19     

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        





 

: 

2018 Total calls                  

 

 2,031—911 

17,596—Fire 

100,355—Police 



 

FINES & FEES COLLECTED 

ADMINISTRATIVE TOW  $36,400 

FINES & FEES     $104,524.12 
    

 

: 



 


