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JANUARY 2011

Rochelle Hazardous Materials Technicians were called by DeKalb County MABAS Division Six for a
hazardous materials spill at Custom Aluminum in Genoa. Crews responded, but not needed for operations
at the scene. This type of mutual aid response will result in reimbursable costs paid by the “spiller”. The
city received reimbursement for the response.

Retired Chief William F. Lower Dies

In January, Rochelle Firefighters lost a good friend with
the passing of Retired Fire Chief Bill Lower. Bill was very
active during and after his years as a firefighter, attending
fire department social functions right up until his death at
age 95. On January 3rd, firefighters assembled an honor
guard and used the antique engine, Old Gertie, to carry
Bill to his graveside where he received the Firefighters
Bell Service. Chief Lower served the city from 1951 until
his retirement in 1980, 22 of those years as chief. Bill is
pictured at his 95t birthday celebration with Lt.
Underwood, FF Edwards, FF Prewett and FF Escatel

Fire Dept. puts new ambulance in service

The fire department takes possession of a new ambulance, a
2011 MedTec Type I on a Ford Super Duty chassis from
Foster Coach Sales in Sterling. It replaces a 2005 Wheeled
Coach ambulance that had a bad track record for reliability
and service.

915t Annual Firemen’s Ball

The Rochelle Fire Department Social Organization (RFDSO) continued a long tradition by holding its 91st
Annual Fireman’s Ball on January 22nd. It was held in the Stillman Room of the Hickory Grove Civic
Center. An estimated 325 guests came to dance and enjoy a break from the cold weather. Though not
truly “annual”, as it was not held for two years during wartime, it
can be traced back to the 1800’s. It may be the longest running
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event in the community.

Funds raised by the ball support the service efforts of the 91st ANNUAL &)
Rochelle firefighters, including an annual Kishwaukee College {1{: {ﬁ{lﬂﬁlq }{311{1" “sf‘“
scholarship, Rochelle Little League, Rochelle Junior Tackle, the The _]t;,;‘,‘;‘Ii(j;,?q,;{}_';md j‘ﬁ
Needy Family Food & Toy Drive, C.A.N. Children’s Christmas Walk e A Y. e e
among others.




FEBRUARY 2011

Building Pre-Planning underway

The fire department has begun contacting and visiting target hazards in the city, planning for any
possible emergencies that may occur at that site. The planning includes maps, contact information and
hazard lists. This month, pre-planning of the two nursing homes in Rochelle was completed.

“The Oaks” is destroyed during blizzard

Early on the morning of February 2nd, during one of the fiercest blizzards in recent history,
Rochelle firefighters were called for structure fire at 420 S 7th Street. Upon arrival at the former Oaks
Restaurant, crews found the rear of the building fully involved. The building was thought to be occupied,
so firefighters mounted a full attack of the fire. Rochelle Police did account for all family members; no one
was at the building this night. Response was severely hampered by the weather, only a few off duty
firefighters were able to respond to help. Two additional personnel and Chief Johnson spent the night at
the station, allowing for a seven personnel response if needed.

Water Rescue skills learned

On February 12t, ten Rochelle firefighters began a 32 hour
Water Rescue Operations class. This is a certification
recognized by the Illinois Office of the State Fire Marshal. This
course centers around operations at an ice rescue, swift water
or still water rescue/ recovery with the emphasis on safety.
The Flagg-Rochelle Park District allowed the use of the indoor
pool for this class, at no cost to the city.

Ethanol Plant Emergency Planning
On February 23rd, Chief Johnson, along with Steward Fire
Chief Galen Cardott met with Illinois River Energy officials and

reviewed their Emergency Plan. The meeting was wrapped up with a tour of the facility.

Each shift of Rochelle firefighters then toured the plant during the next month.




MARCH 2011

Rescue Boat goes into service

The City of Rochelle entered a cooperative purchase with the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District, buying a
16 foot rescue/recovery boat for use by both entities. The city and the district have within their
boundaries, over 100 bodies of water. The fire
department plans to preplan some of the quarries and
stone pits for possible rescues or recoveries. The boat
is equipped with a high definition sonar unit for
searches and mapping capabilities. Ogle-Lee F.P.D.
trustee Rick Kasmar helped design the boat and
delivered the boat to the Rochelle Fire Department on
March 2nd,

Fire Department hosts Leadership Academy group

The Rochelle Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Academy visited firefighters during their annual
visit to city departments. The group was treated to some firehouse cuisine, dining in the fire
department’s basement.

Johnson attends NFA

During the week of March 19-26, Chief Johnson attended a Command and Control course at
the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The course was geared towards large
& ! scale incidents and the method in coordinating mutual aid companies. Preplanning, target
hazards, incident action plans and use of mutual aid personnel were discussed in the six day
class. This course, as well as travel, is free through the Department of Homeland Security
s and FEMA
:

APRIL 2011

“Station 2” goes into service

Beginning April 4t%, the fire department rented a building at 770 Wood Street, the former Hayes
Cabinetry Building, to accommodate response to the south side of Rochelle during the period in which the
Seventh Street overpass was closed. The fire department housed an engine and an ambulance with 2
personnel at “Station 2”. At times, trains sit motionless or move very slowly, tying traffic up for long
periods, many times up to 30 minutes. There were multiple confirmed calls where a train would have
severely delayed response from Station 1 and were covered by “Station 2” duty personnel.

This period of two stations demonstrated the shortened response times to locations on the
“southside”, though with only two personnel. Personnel from both stations would respond to guarantee
the quality of care and speed of service was maintained. The fire department budget took a hit with the
unexpected delay in reopening the overpass and increased fuel usage.
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TLC/Ryder donates trailer

On April 7, the fire department took possession of 32 foot enclosed trailer from the Ryder/TLC Company.
The company had used this trailer as a hazardous materials response trailer dealing with, in particular,

ammonia events at their facility. The trailer was
available for use at other cold storage facilities within
Rochelle. The company had decided to donate it to the
city as they were no longer staffing trained hazardous
materials technicians. The trailer held two large
ventilation fans, a number of “HazMat” entry suits and
an onboard generator. The firefighters quickly began
outfitting the trailer for our “HazMat” needs. The
trailer will also be used as a remote Incident
Command Post for any disaster or long incident. The
fire department has already planned training at the
Ryder facility, using the new acquisition.

Insurance Services Office visits RFD

On April 13t, Sandy Lykins, field representative for ISO, began his assessment of the fire department.
The survey is completed approximately every 10-12 years, evaluating the city’s ability to suppress and

prevent fire loss to local structures.

Ten medics become Tactical EMTs

On this day, he met with Kathy Cooper and Brad Richolson of the Water/Water
Reclamation Department of RMU, Sandy Sullivan of the Rochelle Police Department and
Chief Johnson for the first of many days of evaluating. As of the time of this report, the
results of the survey have not been received.

Beginning on April 16, ten firefighters attended a 5 day Tactic EMS Class. The course allows paramedics

to accompany police personnel when doing special tactics operations.

Studies have shown that if a

“medic” is on scene when an officer is wounded, the outcome is much more positive. This is a cooperative

effort between the Rochelle Police Department, Ogle County
Sheriff's Department and the Rochelle Fire Department. The

class was held at RFD and RTHS.




Ogle-Lee FPD and City of Rochelle renew contract
The Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District has again contracted ambulance, rescue and fire services from the
City of Rochelle. The long running contract has been effect since the beginning of the district in 1973. The

contract for fiscal year 2011-2012 will total approximately $44765.00, down slightly from the previous
year due to a drop in the district’s Estimated Assessed Valuation (EAV).

Chief Johnson attends Explosives Class

‘-‘-__‘
RESC

On April 26, in order to display fireworks for the annual Independence Day celebration, Chief
Johnson attended an explosives class in Ottawa. This class is required to maintain the city’s Pyrotechnics
License with the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

RFD attends MABAS Water Summit

On May 4, Lt. Underwood and Chief Johnson attended a statewide MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System) Water Rescue Summit in Peoria. This summit was held to determine the need for state funded
training for water rescue & recovery. The Rochelle firefighters joined
representatives from 48 MABAS divisions, including Division 18 (Ogle
County) and Division 6 (DeKalb County), in learning about and
expressing their concerns about water emergency training.

MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) in partnership with
IEMA (Illinois Emergency Management Agency) have established a
statewide, non-discriminatory mutual aid response system for fire, EMS
and specialized incident operational teams. Sharing the effort are
representatives from the Office of the State Fire Marshal, Department of
Public Health - EMS Division and Illinois Fire Chiefs Association.

FBC gives FD a training opportunity

On May 9, Mike Pierce, of FBC, Inc., offered and delivered a large poly storage tank from his plant
to firefighters for training purposes. The tank was thoroughly cleaned and brought to the temporary fire
location at Wood Street. Firefighters used the tank for confined space rescue practice.

City and Firefighters begin negotiations

City officials and members of Rochelle Firefighters Association, Local 3445, met to begin contract
negotiations. The current contract expires on April 30, 2011. At the time of this report, no contract has
been reached.




JUNE 2011

Fire & Police worked to solve crime

On May 12, fire crews assisted police detectives John Kaltenbach and Terry Inman in a search for
a gun that may have been disposed of in the Kyte River, near Treatment Plant Road. Three firefighters
searched an approximate 100 foot section of the creek bottom by hand and with metal detectors for
approximately 90 minutes with no results.

Fire Safety at Lincoln Manor

FF Zach Prewett hosted a fire safety “talk” with residents at the Lincoln Manor apartments,
following an evacuation drill. FF Prewett stressed the importance of early notification of an emergency,
sheltering in-place during a fire alarm along with other safety tips. The session was well-received by the
residents at the complex.

The circus comes to town, briefly

On June 1, fire personnel from Rochelle Fire and Ogle-Lee Fire volunteered to meet the Ringling
Brothers/Barnum and Bailey Circus Train at Global III Intermodal Hub to supply water for the circus
animals and for cleaning. The train crews were very pleased with the fire department’s help and stated
that they would stop in Rochelle again next year. The circus was traveling from Chicago to Omaha,
Nebraska.

RINGLING BR 05 AND BA RNUM'& BAILEY

Two firefighters become paramedics

Full-time firefighter Jody Willis and paid-on-call firefighter Tyler Carls completed EMT-Paramedic
training and successfully challenged the state exam. FF Willis scored one of Rochelle Fire’s highest state
test scores. The department now boasts 14 paramedics.




Fire stopped in Short Court apartment

At 4:26 p.m. on June 26, firefighters responded to a working apartment fire at 1255 Short Court.
Crews entered the building, evacuating all the residents in the first few minutes. Shortly after the
evacuation, the fire-involved apartment was entered and the fire was contained to the room of origin.
The source was narrowed to a malfunctioning refrigerator compressor motor, igniting a paper bag of
recyclables stacked against it in the kitchen area. The loss of the property and contents was estimated at
$5000.00.

Firefighters Carls and Lewis deployed to Georgia

In June 2011 Tyler Carls and Josh Lewis were deployed to Georgia
on a wildland firefighting assignment as part of TGF Forestry and
Fire based out of Libertyville, IL. They were deployed to the
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge in Southern Georgia in late
June. They were deployed from June 24t thru July 1st. During their
deployment they worked 16 hour shifts on a wildland fire engine
protecting structures and patrolling for fire extension. The
firefighters took vacation time to complete this assignment.

July 2011

Annual Fireworks Display

As in so many years past, the Rochelle firefighters organized, set-up and “shot” the fireworks display for
the annual Fourth of July celebration. Over 200 people-hours of work were performed in order to bring
the show to the park. Weather conditions were great and the show went off with no problems. Atwood
Park and the surrounding area were filled with residents enjoying the show.

Fire Assists Police with Drowning

On July 15, Rochelle Police called firefighters to the quarry at Flagg
Road for a report of a possible drowned man. The agencies worked
together to assess the patient’s status and recover the individual.
Rochelle detectives and the Illinois State Police investigated the
incident.




RFD and RCH team up to host Mock Vehicle Accident

On July 16t%, the Emergency Department of Rochelle
Community Hospital, the Ogle County Coroner’s Office, Lifeline
Helicopter of OSF St. Anthony’s, Rochelle Police and the Rochelle Fire
teamed up to bring a safety message to the public. A mock accident
“occurred” at Helms Field, the result of a young woman texting while
driving. There were multiple victims, with one “fatality”. A very
moving speech was given to the crowd of attendees by a mother of a
teen killed while the teen was texting to conclude the presentation.
This presentation is planned again for some time in 2012.

Byron Nuclear Plant Drill at RCH

Chief Johnson participated in the Exelon Nuclear Plant emergency drill
at the Ogle County Emergency Operations Center in the basement of
Rochelle Community Hospital. Representatives from area cities, police
agencies, fire districts and county agencies gathered to simulate an
“incident” at the generation plant. Johnson assumed the fire department
representative in this simulation.

HazMat Techs go to Genoa, again

On July 25, Rochelle Fire was called for a Hazardous Materials response as part of MABAS Division 6
team to a residence on Genoa. The scene was a single family home where chlorine was possibly mixed
with another agent, causing an explosion. Seven “hazmat” technicians and 1 operations personnel
responded with the HazMat trailer. Entry was made, clearing the chemical, decontamination
accomplished and clean up finished in good time. Chief Bruce Kozlowski, Genoa-Kingston Fire, gave a
debriefing and we were released.

August 2011

Johnson attends exercise

On August 4th, Chief Johnson attended a tabletop exercise at the BP Terminal in bp
Rochelle. The exercise was attended by workers at BP and their regional safety '
manager. The scenario included a spill at the facility and what would be done on site

to mitigate the exposure to the community. After the tabletop, a tour was taken of

the entire plant, with emphasis on the drainage shutdown system.




Watercraft Technician Class held here

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee fire agencies hosted a Watercraft Technician class for area first responders on
August 6th. The class demonstrates the safe use of boats in emergency situations involving rescue
personnel. This class is recognized by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival

The fire department were busy during the LHHF in August, selling their pork chop sandwiches,
participating in the parade and lending Chief Johnson out as one of an elite judging trio, along with Chief
Higby and Mayor Olson, for the “Rochelle’s Got Talent” contest.

September 2011

Firefighters Fill-The-Boot for MDA

On Labor Day, September 5, Rochelle firefighters, family
and friends took to the streets and collected for the Annual
Muscular Dystrophy Telethon. If a resident gave 5$ or
more, he or she was treated to a pork chop sandwich,
courtesy of the Rochelle Fire Department Social
Organization. A total of $2450.00 was raised in
approximately five hours. This event was chaired by FF
Brian Edwards.

RFD pays quiet tribute

In tribute to all the victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks at the World Trade
Center, the Rochelle firefighters displayed their large American Flag at Lake Sule
in hopes those traveling by Rochelle on the two interstates, as well as local
residents, would remember and reflect on this tenth anniversary. Throughout
the afternoon, family and friends visited at the lake.
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RTHS remembers 9/11
Members of the Rochelle and Ogle-Lee Fire Departments were invited to join other area
representatives and students at a flag-raising at Rochelle Township High School to commemorate the
tenth anniversary of the September 11th attacks. On September 12t, local police, fire, city, county and
state officials were on hand, as well as all RTHS students and faculty. Approximately 30 firefighters
attended.

Medics teach L.O.T.S. drivers First Aid

Drivers for the Lee-Ogle Transportation System and the Hub City Senior
Center attended a short seminar at the fire department discussing
emergency first aid on September 21st. Seven drivers attended and
were taught what the initial steps in caring for a passenger having a
medical emergency or during an accident involving their vehicle.

Lt. Schaefer Retires from RFD

After more than 26 years as a career firefighter for the fire department, Lt. Adlai Schaefer retires. Adlai
began his full-time career in June of 1985, after serving as the volunteer fire chief for the Lee Fire
Protection District. Adlai farmed in the Lee area prior to moving to Rochelle. He is married to Teri and
has two sons, Zach and Tyler. We wish Adlai the best of health in the future.
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FF Miller named as Lieutenant

On September 26, FF Dan Miller was promoted to the position of Fire Lieutenant.
Dan has held the top spot on the lieutenant’s eligibility list after testing was held in
2010.

Lt. Miller has served as a full-time firefighter since October of 1995, after a nine
year stint as a Paid-On-Call firefighter for RFD. Prior to moving to Rochelle in 1986,
he volunteered for the Leaf River Fire Protection District in his hometown.

Dan is a Certified Fire Officer Il and Certified Paramedic and has “hit the ground
running” in his new position.

Johnson named fulltime firefighter

Also on September 26, Benjamin Johnson began his career as fulltime
firefighter for the fire department. Ben has served as a Paid-On-Call
firefighter since graduating RTHS in June 2005.

Ben comes on as an Illinois Certified Firefighter II, Illinois Certified
Paramedic and PADI Rescue Diver. Ben will serve under Lt. Miller.

October 2011
Firefighter Fore goes to DeKalb Fire

On October 7, firefighter Jason Fore ended his full-time career with Rochelle and began a new
one with the DeKalb Fire Department. He began in 2004 after serving as Paid-On-Call firefighter for
Rochelle and Ogle-Lee in Hillcrest. While at Rochelle, he performed his duties as firefighter and
paramedic at a very high level. We wish the best for Jason in his future endeavors.
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Adamson named fulltime firefighter

On October 10th, Todd Adamson returned to Rochelle Fire as the newest full-
time firefighter. Todd had served as a Paid-On-Call firefighter for RFD, but had
left for a couple of years, while working for Lifeline Ambulance in Rockford.
Todd comes in with his Certified Firefighter Il and Paramedic status. He is
married to Tiffany and lives in DeKalb.

Fire Prevention Week begins

The fire station became a busy place during the month of October,
playing host to over 450 children, from ages 3 to 10 years, learning fire safety from the Rochelle
firefighters. Each year, the week in which October 9t falls is
designated Fire Prevention Week. Mayor Olson proclaimed the
week of October 9-15 as “Fire Prevention Week in Rochelle”
and the schools began scheduling tours at the station and
firefighter visits to the classrooms. At left, FF/Medic Josh Lewis
shows students one of the ambulances.

Rochelle Firefighters assists Tiskilwa Fire after Train Derailment

On October 8™, four Rochelle firefighters and one Ogle-Lee firefighter were deployed to Tiskilwa, just
south of Princeton, to assist in a large-scale train derailment. The accident, which occurred early on
Friday, October 7t, derailed 26 cars, some of which were carrying ethanol, on the Iowa Interstate
Railroad-operated train at about 2 a.m., just east of Tiskilwa. Five ethanol tank cars had ignited and
burned throughout the following day.

The Rochelle crew, including Chief Johnson, was deployed to serve as a Rapid Intervention Team during
the off-loading of the remaining ethanol. They assisted in “laying foam” for safe off-loading. They were on
scene for 12 hours. This was done through our mutual aid agreements.
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November 2011

Firefighters hold Pork Chop Drive-Thru for C.A.N. Children’s Christmas Walk

On November 16th, Rochelle firefighters and families helped members of the Rochelle Golden K, Wal-Mart
and the Community Action Network raise funds to sponsor the annual Children’s Christmas Walk. A pork
chop drive-thru dinner was held at the Fireman’ Social Hall and it was one of the most successful yet.
Over $2200.00 profit was raised in the four hours to be used for the charity.

Testing for FF Eligibility List Held

With the firefighter eligibility list due to expire at the end of December, 2011, testing for a new
two list was held on the morning of November 19t at the fire station. Thirty application packets were
given out during the advertising period with ten being returned in time. The written exam was
administered first, yielding only one remaining candidate. Due to new state legislation effective August 1st
of this year, the scoring of the written test resulted with a failing score being anything below 87%. As a
result, only one of the ten candidates scored above 87% and was eligible to complete the physical portion
of the exam. He successfully completed the physical test and oral interview and a list of one candidate
was created.

The new law states that after completion of the written tests, the average score of all tests shall be
calculated. The passing score is the average score plus 10% of the average score. In our case, the average
was 79% with the resulting cut-off being 79 plus 7.9, or 86.9%. It is quite possible for a group of test
results to result in no passing scores, no matter how high or low the scores.

Chief Johnson contacted Representative Bob Pritchard and explained the obvious downfall of the
new law. Mr. Pritchard stated that we were not the only concerned agency and that new legislation may
likely follow. Lt. Underwood contacted the legal counsel for Rochelle’s Fire and Police commission and he
echoed Mr. Pritchard’s prediction.
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December 2011

Gertie still “parading around”

RFD’s pride and joy, Engine 1, or “Ol’ Gertie” as she is better known, again graced every parade
held in Rochelle this year. Beginning with Memorial Day, she participated in parades during
Independence Day, the Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival and the RTHS Homecoming. Above, she is
shown “decked out” in white lights during the Lighted Christmas Parade in downtown Rochelle.

Hybrid Vehicle Technology Taught

Members of the Rochelle & Ogle-Lee departments
attended a two-hour seminar on the construction of
hybrid and electric vehicles. The training was hosted
by Sawicki Motor Company and the Universal
Technical Institute of Chicago at Sawicki’s Collision
Center. This course was free of charge and first of this
type in this area. Firefighters from outside our
districts also attended.

Needy Families Food & Toy Drive

The fire department again hosted this drive, accepting and storing donations for this group. On
December 22, Ogle-Lee firefighters delivered Christmas boxes to families in the rural areas. Students
from RTHS gathered at the fire station on the morning of Christmas Eve and delivered boxes to the
families in Rochelle. Before delivering, Rochelle firefighters, family and friends prepared and hosted a
breakfast at the Fireman'’s Social Hall for the students. This has been a long standing tradition that puts
an exclamation point on the Christmas season.
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Emergency Responses

Ambulance Responses Fire/Rescue Responses
January 134 January 15
February 161 February 35
March 145 March 24
April 88* April 18
May 114* May 21
June 106* June 22
July 115* July 26
August 139 August 21
September 171 September 17
October 146 October 11
November 116 November 18
December 119 December 14
Total 1554 Total 242

Total Responses: 1796

The total responses are up 4% from 2010, despite the fact the fire department suspended out-of-
town patient transfers during the period in which the overpass was closed for repairs. (Those months are
marked above *). A patient transfer is when a patient is moved from Rochelle Community Hospital to
another healthcare facility for various reasons. If the current average of 32 transfers per month held true
through those months, our ambulance responses would have gone up by 11%.

Total loss to structure fires this year was $118,030.00. Due to the work of the fire department,
over $1,970,000.00 in structures were saved. The largest loss came from the fire on February 2nd at 420
South 7t Street (“the Oaks”). Total loss in vehicle fires came to $108,000.00, with one tractor-trailer unit
driving up the totals.

For the majority of responses during the overpass closure period two vehicles were utilized to
ensure the same level of service prior to the closure. That and the increase in fuel prices are causing the
fuel budget to be exceeded this fiscal year.

During the course of the year, Rochelle fire personnel have racked up over 3000 hours of

continuing education hours. These hours consist of required hours for EMT certification, refresher hours
for fire & rescue training, firefighter safety and water and dive rescue training.
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Rochelle Fire Department Roster
Career Firefighters
‘ X

Firefighter/Paramedic Firefighter/Paramedic Firefighter/Paramedic
Brian Edwards Robert Workman Zach Prewett
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Firefighter/Paramedic

Jeremy Good

Firefighter/Paramedic

Jeff Huizenga

FF/EMT Dan
McDermott

) ¢

Firefighter/Paramedic
Josh Lewis

Fefighter/Paramedic

Benjamin Johnson

Paid-on-Call Firefighters

FF/EMT Justin Neale

FE/EMT Tony Milburn

FF Ryan Daugherty

FFE/Paramedic Kathy
Pignato

Firefighter/Paramedic

Firefighter/Paramedic
Todd Adamson

FF Chris Sawlsville

FF/EMT Curt Ward




FF/EMT Dave Hudson

FF/Paramedic Tyler
Carls

FF/EMT Ryan Brown

FF/EMT Manny Escatel

FF Tim Leahey

FF/EMT Curt Helgren

FF/EMT Andrew Good

Paid-On-Call personnel not pictured:

FFE/EMT Josh Balli

FF/EMT Matt Bolhous

Prob. EMT Jordan Miller FF Steve Adams
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