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Memo
To: 	   City Manager McKinley	
From:  Chief Eric Higby	
Date:	  032111	
Re:       Towing Ordinance 			


The Rochelle Police Department routinely searches for policies, procedures and ordinances to reduce crime and increase public safety.  In searching for ways to achieve these goals, several other municipalities were contacted with regard to their towing procedures.  After reviewing the ordinances and speaking with the police chiefs from these cities, I found that imposing an administrative fee has the capability of impacting some of our local issues (possession of drugs/paraphernalia, driving suspended/revoked etc.).  In short, the administrative fee of $500.00 acts as a significant deterrent to those who would commit the offenses listed in the proposed ordinance.  

The $500.00 fee would be on top of the bill for the towing and the storage fees (if applicable).  The ordinance also lays out the procedure for an administrative hearing, should the vehicle owner choose to challenge the impounding of the vehicle.

One chief noted that he saw a drop in the amount of gang and drug activity in his city.  In conducting interviews with sources and offenders, his officers were told that people did not want to drive in that city because they did not want to lose their vehicle.  It is important to note that reducing the administrative fee diminishes the desired effect.  Many offenders already have hundreds or thousands of dollars in bond money already posted for criminal or traffic offenses.  

By enacting this ordinance, we are sending a strong message that we will not tolerate these crimes being committed in our city.
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