
ROCHEILECITY CflUNCiI

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

December 12 2011 r

The Rochelle City Council -met in RegularSession at700pm on Monday December 12 2011 in the

Council Chambers ofcity Nall 40N 6t Street Rochelle Il 61068

PLEDt TNEF4Gc PRAY The Prayer was said by City Clerk McKinney

ROtt AIL Present o Roll Call were Councilrembers Hayes McDermott Berg Eckhardt Hollonbeck
Rice and Mayor Olson Absent None Also present were pity Manager Plyman and City ClerkMKinney

PROCLAMATIONS COMMENDATIONS EiC None

-REPORTSAND

COMMUNICATION5
Mayor Thanked everyone involved in the Christmas parade and the Christmas Tree festival There

was 2G00 raised from the sale oftrees centerpieces etc for the Rochelle Christian Food
Pantry Attended theIMl Conmittee meeting goad meeting with lotsof good reports legislative
activity created Public Works committee FOIA requests expanding to email cell phones being
used during meeting hasbecome quitea topic covered legal reports wentover budget etc Can go

on IMl site formare
information-

CouncilMembers Councilman berg NadaPublic Works Committee meeting Dec8tItems

discussed wero landscape waste specifically brush waste Winstead of
burning itsoG uietZones Sam Tesreau gave information including the cost of overa million

dollars havealot more work to doon

this itemoTraffic situation at9t5treet and hones Road Chief Nigby provided
accidentinformation4000 vehiclesgo through intersectian day not keen on speed tables atthis
time both Chiefs have concerns about emergency vehicles tabled untilPark district gets back

to them with

some information Councilman Eckhart AdministrativeCommittee willbe meefing onFridayDecember 1nat
8 00willbe discussing Uquor license Fees Sunday liquor sales Squires East sidewalk issue

TIFstudy PUBLIC

COMMENTARY None BUSINESS

ITE11ilSa1CONSENT AGENDA ITEMSBY OMNIBUS VOTE
with RecommendationsaApprove Minutes ofCity Council Meeting -November

28 2011 bApproveBills11 181111231111581Z58312411-12011121155Q
82 cApprove Payroll111411-11Zl11 X21166812
d Approve City ofRochelle Meeting Dates for 2012

e Approve City of Rochelle legal- Holidays for 2012

Moved by Councilman Eckhart and seconded by Councilwoman Hollonbeck ImaveIonsent Aeenda
Items Ia thrauh1e be aaaroved by mm bus Cteas recomrerded Roll call vote wastakenKIWI 1 M1

Ayes councifinembers Hayes McDermott Berg Eckhardt Hollonbeck Rice and Mayor Olson Nays
None Motion passed 7w0



2 OrdinanceAdoptin 2011 Tax LevYPublic Hearine and ActionsEveryyear the state requires
the City to adopt and file a Property Tax Levy Ordinance ion or before the last Tuesday in December
Last year the CitysEqualized Assessed Valuation EAV was205434601and its property tax-ratewas

086035per 1DOofEAV which allowed the city to collect170202fiinproperty taxes For the

coming year the CitysEAV increased by almost 19 percent to244 108234At the November 28t
meeting the City Council discussed several options concerning the2011 Tax Levy The Cits y2Q11
EAV increased significantly over the2030level because Dement Township reassessed propertiesin
its jurisdiction However Rochellescommercial and industrial property owners located within Dement

Township are appealing their higher assessments whichif they are successful would result in
a lower EAV perhaps even Tess than lastyearsThis uncertainty surrounding theCitysEAV presents

anunusual complicationin setting our property taxlevy and tax rates for next year Moreover

the CitysEire and Police Pension Boards respectively are seeking the Council tofully fund their
recommendations basedon actuarial studiesIf tf eserequests are honored the amounts levied for
each of these funds will double when comparedwith last year In particular the Eire Pension Board
isseekinga contribution from property taxesof 182 958The Police Pension Board is seekinga
contributionof21307The City Council decided atthe last meeting topublish a property taxlevy notice
for 2031that would continue tomaintain the property tax levies for the pension fundsat last year
sle relsThe City would needttfind alternative sources to fund thQ shortfalls such as transfers from
the landfill and ambulance accountsInaddition the notice provides that the City would not change

the property taxrates for generalcorporatefire protection police protection crossing guard and
street lighting from last year Maintaining the last yearstax rates and pension levies given the higher

EAV due to the Dement reassessment means that the tax levy will increase 1565percent However
we believe the actual levy increase will be significantly less than this after the Dement Township

property appeals are heard and the County adjusts tlerates and levies accordingly Unfortunately
itis impossibleto predict the outcomeofthese hearings with any certainty prior to adoption

of next yearstax levy An rdinance needed tobe adapted atthis meeting Moved by CouncilmanEckhardtond
secondedby Councilman Berg movethe CauncilRecessintoa Public H
eanfrthe2 11 Tax Levy Motion passed by voice vgte without dissent No one from the public
came forward Councilwoman Hollonbeck mentioned thatamemo had been sent out by Chris Frye
regarding the minimum amountto be funded for pension plans Moped by Councilman Berg and

seconded by Councilman McDermottImoue tha council returntoOge Session Motion passed

by voice vote without dissent Moved byCouncilrnanEckhardt and seconded by Councilwoman
Hollonbeckm -verdin nce 11-411fi AnQrdinan aAdo tin the 2011 Tax Lebead

optedRollcall vote was taken Ayes Councilmembers Berg Eckhardt Hollonbeck Rice Hayes McDermott
and Mayor Olson Motion passed703Ordinan

Abatin the Taxes levied for 2011-Taxable General Obli ation BandsOn November 22

2010 the Mayor and Council approved an ordinance providing for the issuance ofgeneral obligation
bondsinan amount notto exceed2940000to finance offsite improvements relatedtothe

lighthouse Pointe subdivision and Route 38 corridor The City issued bonds onDecember142010
in the amountof 2940000The annual debt service relatedto these bonds-will notbepaid through property
taxes Instead the debt service willbepaid through TIF revenues interest-refunds fromtheinternal
Revenue service and otherCity funds Inorder to abate theproperty taxes the proposed ordinance- must

be approved annually and forwarded toLee and Ogle County Moved by Councilwoman Hollonbeck and
secondedbyCouncilman Bergfmowe Irdinonc1143 17An4rdinanaAbatin
th Takes Levied fr2013 -Tax bl enal Ubli anon Bands be adoted 11Roll callvote was
taken Ayes Councilmembers Berg Eckhardt Hollonbeck Rice Hayes McDermott and Mayor Olson Motion

passed -0



4 Ordinance Amendin the reement between the Ci and Rochelle Avionics tnc On September
28 2a49 the Mayor and Council authorized the City Manager to enter intoanagreement with

Rochelle Avionics incorporated in ordorto provide aircraft maintenance serviceswith a focus on

avionics at the Rochelle Municipal Airport The five-yearagreement which commenced oniovember

124C included various start-up incentivessuchasno lease payment for the first two years and

structuredutility costsIn November of thisyear Jeremy Sells Presidentof Rochelle Avionics incorporated

RAHsentaletter requesting aone-year extension ofthezero lease payment incentive dueto
the difficulty in startinga business under the current economic conditions City staff members Don Elliott
andScott Roza-nos have met withMrSells and evaluated the request and progress ofRAI Their

findings are that RAIhasmet their contractual obligations during the first2 years RAI is providing

aquality service toaircraft owners and the businessisshowing signsofpositive growth Based on their
evaluation they recommend that councilP provideaone-year extensionwith lease paymentsbeginninganctaber
312012Don Elliott was present to answer questions and recommend extending theagreement Moved
byCouncilman Berg and seconded by Councilman Rice move 4rd nance 1-418

An Ordinance AimendntheA reenertbetweenthe Cit and RocheCle Avionicsr Inc be

adotedRoll callvotewastakenAyes Councilmembers Berg Eckhardt Hollanbeck Rice Hayes McDermott and
Mayor Olson Motion passed l-d5OrdinanceArovin th Preliminaand

Fina Planned Unit Develo rnent Plan and Plat foreig hthouse oin e5ecand Addition

SpringCreQkDevelopment Grouphassubmitteda petition for approvalofapreliminary and final planned

unit development PUD plan and platfor thesecond addition of lighthouse Paiute Ifapproved this

1021acre subdivision willbe located northofIllinois Route3and east ofthe new
wal Mart stare The preliminary and final PUDplatand plan includes afour lot subdivision with access offof

Coronado Drivenadditionlot 10-alsohasaccess off 1Vorth PointeStreet andanaccess drive to the
north DnDecember 5 2011 thePlanning artd caning Commission reviewed the petition far the preliminary and
finalPUDplat and plan forE ighthouse Pointe Second Addition and voted to recommendapproval
byavote of6-0 subject tothe following SQ foot building setbacksalong IUorth Paiute Streetan
lot7 administrative approvalofall individual siteplans and access points installation ofallrequired
land improvementsstaff approval offinalengineering modificatipnof the final platas required by
staff approval ofastormwater management plan far each lot posting ofrequiredsuretyand
allowance ofalB-2 Highway Commercial permitted uses except when specialuse permitis required Chrisi
imas Community development Director was present far further information andtoanswer questions Trying to

make it moredeveloperfriendly and time saving MovedbyCouncilman Berg and secondedby
Councilman Eckhardtimoue Ordinance1-4 19An rdinanceArovintft
Preinaanfial PlannedUnit Develo meatPlatand Plan forlihthouse Pointe- Planned Unit Develo
ment Second Addition be ado tedRoll call vote was taken Ayes Cauncilrr embers Berg Eckhardt
Hollonbeck Rice Hayes McDermott and Mayor QlsonMotion passed70



6j Reaair of Engine 7Blawer Motor The City of Rochelle through Rochelle Municipal Utilities RMU
1Illlilll rll Ililllil1lllIilllllli

operates three electric generation facilities including one on 9t Street The9Street facility houses

8 units of which Engine 7 rated at35Mw is one flf the largest In late duly the blower motor on

-Engine 7 failed and wassubsequently sent tv GE Oil Gas for an inspection resulting in a condition

report and a propose for repair of the motor It is extremely important that RMU has the ability to

run these engines during critical peak days Both PAM and CornEd now require that RMU runs the

enginesfor5critical peak days each year In 2011 all of the generation units were run 11 times which

lowers the capacity that the City must buy annually and thereby the overall cast to the customers

GE tail Gas has submitted a proposal to repair the blower motor at a cost of98930 Due to

lengthy lead times forparts and the necessity of having this engine operational in the summer of

2012 RMU issued a purchase order in late November Since the failure of the blower motor was not

anticipated funds for the repair were not included in the201112budget Although the repair cost is

substantial it is much less expensive than the cost to purchase the additional 35 MWs ofcapacity
eve rlikvwski Superintendent ofTUwaspresent fc-rfurther information andtv answer questions Moved
by Councilman Berg and seconded by Councilman EckhardtLmovelthelCaiuthorixeth
Ci Mena er to raceed with there air of Blawer motorer ther osa frarn GE lil Gas at

a ost of98 930 and adustthe2011 12 Elect is erationsNinth StreetGne ation Plan Maintenance
Budget accardlyRoll call vote was taken Ayes Councilmembers BergEckhardturlrnnwlwnHoilonbeck

Rice Mayes McDermott andMayor Ulson Motion passed 7-0 DISCUSSItN

ITEMS-None EXECUTIVE SESSIUN

None DIQURNIVtE iT

Atx45pmmovedby Councilman Berg and seconded by Councilman McQermottfmove the

Council adaournMotion passed by voice voteA without dissentIrnull
wllrwulmanlrlwrrwrr
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