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City of Rochelle

Community
Development Department

To: Dave Plyman

From: The Community Development Department

Date: January 23,2015

Subject: 2014 Year End Community Development Report

Weare pleased to submit the 2014 Community Development Department Report.

Once again, it has been a very busy year for the department with new construction projects, building
expansions, code enforcement and the administration of programs such as property maintenance,
overweight truck permits, tourismand business registrations.

In 2014, Rochelle continued developing the Industrial corridor with the completion of another shop
added to the Nippon Sharyo campus, an expansion at the Coated Sands Solutions Facility and an
expansion to Rochelle Foods.

In regards to Commercdial Development in 2014, the City welcomed Central Refrigerated with anew
parking area, landscaping and storm water detention fadility. Murphy Oil was completed at the Wal-
Martcampus. Sawicki Motorsalso completed the construction of their new facility. A tenantbuild outat
the Kishwaukee Health Clinicwas completed.

Therewere4 permits issued for residential new construction; one two family duplex, and 3 new single
family homes in Squires Landing.

The Department was busy in 2014 with permits for 6 demolition projects throughout the City, which
induded Sawicki Motor Company, 603 N Main St, 104 S Washington St, 207-209 2~ Ave, 1180 Lincoln
Highway and 332 N 11*St. There were 48 ditations issued for inoperable vehides, 140 formowing
violations, 57 for debris on the property, and 206 signs were removed. A total of 577 citations were

issued, resulting in 7 court cases.



In 2014, 393 building permits were issued with a building improvement value of $12,822,634, $39,712
was generated in permit fees collected; $7,013 in Storm water impact fees, and $59,635 in overweight
truck permits were also collected.

In 2014, there were 8 new Businesses registered with the City and 9 Certificates of Occupancy for
Commerdal, Industrial and Residential issued.

2014 was an exxiting year for the Department with the additional responsibilities of the Brownfields
Grantstarting in October and several new tourism events. New tourism events included the Cinco de
Mayo Festival in May that was coordinated with District 231, the Hub Project, RTHS and local
businesses. Wine on Lincoln and Downtown 2 Friday's also started in 2014. The new Tourism web
site wasalso launched, so take a peek at www.enjoyrochelle com. The Commumity Ice Rink also came
to fruition in 2014 with the coordinated efforts of the Flagg-Rochelle Park District, the City and RMU.
Several activities have been planned around theice rink in 2015.

The Planningand Zoning Commission was very busy in 2014 with workshops and presentationson
the Comprehensive Plan. Updates and revisions will be presented in 2015.

Also, implementation of various projects, improvements to the railroad park and the standard oil gas
station have been taken on by the Community Development Department

The Community Development Department islooking forward to 2015 and the exciting challenges and
opportunities in the comingyear.

STAFF:

KIPCOUNTRYMAN, BUILDING INSPECTOR

WENDY HORN, PROPERTY MAINTAINANCE INSPECTOR
MICHELLE KNIGHT, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
MICHELLE PEASE, COMMUNITY DEVELPOMENT DIRECTOR






2014 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

Calendar Year Totals: 2014 2013 2012
Total Building Permits Issued 393 364 467
Total Building Permit Fees Collected $39,712.00 $139,891.00 $76,940.90
Total Building Improvement Costs $12,822,634.00 $39,687,933.59 $20,792,615.71

NEW BUILDINGS

New Industrial Buildings

Rochelle Foods — 1001 S. Main Street (Condenser Bidg.)

New Commercial Buildings

Murphy Qil Gas Station — 390 Coronado Drive

$567,077.00

$1,666,535.00

Hayden Storage Units — 800 N. 20" Street

New Residential Construction

Duplex — 603 N. Main Street

Single Family Dwelling ~ 1750 Squires Landing
Single Family Dwelling — 1640 Squires Landing

Single Family Dwelling — 1720 Squires Landing

$ 125,000.00

$ 130,000.00
$ 225,000.00
$ 130,000.00

$ 260,019.00



TENANT BUILDOUTS

Kishwaukee Health Systems — 450 Coronado Drive {Oncology Unit) $130,000.00

Dr. Scott Wilson — 1215 Currency Court $ 50,000.00



DEMOLUITIONS

Commercial Demolitions

Sawicki Motors, 1260 N. 7'" Street $10,000

] [l T
i L-—"'ll'f. ___.jl!____._r__ujll._ |

Residential Demolitions

603 N. Main Street $10,000.00
104 S. Washington Street $10,000.00
207 & 209 2™ Avenue $ 1,500.00
1180 Lincoln Highway $ 9,500.00

332 N. 11" Street $20,000.00

T i S0







2014

CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY ISSUED

Permit Number Type of CO Business Name Location
18743 Final Sawicki Motors 1260 N. 7" Street

18740 Final Del Monte Foods 600 N. 15" Street

18776 Final Kishwaukee Health Sys. 450 Coronado Drive
(Oncology Unit)

18632 Final Nippon Sharyo (Shop #3) 1600 Ritchie Court

18663 Final Switchyard 200 Washington St.

18840 3590 Coronado Drive




2014

RESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY ISSUED

Permit Number Type of CO Location
18592 Final 1201 Stoneridge Terrace
18877 Final 1750 Squires Landing

18882 Final 1640 Squires Landing
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2014 PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETINGS

DATE CASE NUMBER DESCRIPTION

January — No Meeting. Minutes from December meeting were approved at the February
meeting. (Meeting was cancelled due to weather.)

2/3/14 Discussion Comprehensive Plan Workshops #1 and #2
covering Chapter 5, Transportation Plan.

Ordinance and sign variances were discussed.

March — No Meeting. Minutes from February were approved at the April meeting. (Meeting
was cancelled for Chris Limas’s funeral services.)

4/7/2014 PZC-1-14 Sign Ordinance. Changes were discussed to
update the current sign ordinance.

PZC-2-14 Outdoor Sidewalk Cafés . An ordinance was
established to allow downtown businesses to have
outdoor café seating.

Discussion Comprehensive Plan Workshop #3 covering
Chapter 6, RMU/Community Facilities & Service
Plan and Rochelle Hospital Facilities & Service Plan.

5/5/2014 Meeting cancelled and rescheduled for May 19 due to no quorum.
Special Meeting for May 19 was cancelled — no quorum.

6/2/2014 PZC-1-14 Sign Ordinance. Continue discussion on changes to
update the sign ordinance.

PZC-3-14 Bingham, 813 N. 3" Street, Zoning Change and
Special Use Permit. Petitioner is under contract to
sell the property to Rochelle Community Hospital
in order for the hospital to expand. The zoning
change requested is consistent with the current
zoning of the hospital and is consistent with the
future land use plan found in the Comprehensive
Plan. Motion passed 6-0.



7/7/2014

8/4/2014

PZC-4-14

PZC-5-14

PZC-6-14

Discussion

PZC-1-14

PZC-7-14

Discussion

PZC-8-14

Heal, 808 N. 2" Street, Zoning Change and Special
Use Permit. Petitioner is under contract to sell the
property to Rochelle Community Hospital in order
for the hospital to expand. The zoning

change requested is consistent with the current
zoning of the hospital and is consistent with the
future land use plan found in the Comprehensive
Plan. Motion passed 6-0.

Rochelle Community Hospital, 221 and 223 8t
Avenue, Special Use Permit. The property has
been purchased by Rochelle Community Hospital
to remove the dwelling unit and use the property
for medical purposes. Motion passed 6-0.

First National Bank, 1010 South 7" Street, Special
Use Permit. The petitioner requested a Special Use
in the Commercial Highway District for a place of
worship. Motion passed 6-0.

Comprehensive Plan Workshops #4 and #5
covering Chapter 6, Parks & Recreation Community
Facilites & Services Plan and Education Community
Facilities & Services Plan.

Sign Ordinance. Finalize and recommend
ordinance to go to City Council. Motion passed 5-0.

Wittwer, 808 N. 2™ Street, Special Use Permit.
Petitioner is under contract to sell the property to
Rochelle Community Hospital in order for the
hospital to expand. RCH is purchasing this property
to expand, which is consistent with the future land
use plan found in the Comprehensive Plan. Motion
passed 5-0.

Comprehensive Plan Workshops #5 and #6
covering Chapter 6, Education Community Facilities
& Services Plan and Chapter 7, Utility Plan.

Hayden Addition Unit One/AKCK Self Storage,
1800 20" Street, Amendment to the Annexation
Agreement, Variance of Setbacks. Petitioner is
requesting a major amendment to the Annexation
Agreement by re subdividing 1.15 acres. Petitioner



9/2/2014

9/8/2014

10/6/2014

11/3/2014

PZC-9-14

Discussion

PZC-9-14

Discussion

PZC-9-14

Discussion

PZC-10-14

is also requesting to rezone the property and
asking for a variance of setbacks to develop
enclosed storage buildings. Motion passed 4-0.

Ordinance Amending Sec. 110-555. Amend the
Zoning ordinance to provide clarity in regards to
sexually orientated land uses and definitions
specifically describing sexually orientated activities.
It was decided to hold over until next month and
have a public hearing.

Comprehensive Plan Workshop #7, covering
chapter 8, Watershed Management.

Mobile Food Vendors and Push Carts. Discussion
on an ordinance for allowing mobile food vendors.

Ordinance Amending Sec. 110-555. A public
hearing will be held on September 8 at 6:00 due
to a date error that was published in the paper.

Comprehensive Plan Workshop #8, covering
chapter 9, Economic Development.

Planned Unit Development. Discussion on PUD
how the use of a PUD gives the City more leverage/
flexibility on projects.

Ordinance Amending Sec. 110-555. Amend the
Zoning ordinance to provide clarity in regards to
sexually orientated land uses and definitions
specifically describing sexually orientated activities.
Motion passed 4-0.

Comprehensive Plan Workshop #9, Chapter 10,
Plan Implementation/Initiatives.

Don Romes, 903 N. 16" Street, Variance of
Setbacks. The petitioner requested a variance of
setbacks to build an attached garage. Motion
passed 6-0.

December — No Meeting. Minutes from November will be approved at the January meeting.
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2014

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS REGISTRATIONS

Total number of businesses that have registered with the City of Rochelle in 2014 =

Name of Business

Rock Sky Market

Just Imagine

Murphy Qil

Big Dan Switchyard Bar & Grill
Verizon

A-1 Storage

K Baily Pediatrist

Coin Laundry

Rochelle Arts Academy
Little Owl Thrift Shop
Batting Cages

Star Realty

Address

1207 W. Gurler Road (inside CSC)
405 Lincoln Highway
390 Coronado Drive
200 N. Washington
1231 Caron Road
800 20" Street

1215 Currency Court
301 First Avenue
425 Lincoln Avenue
501 6" Avenue

Hub City Mall

402 N. 3" Street



Closed Businesses

Name of Business Address
Security Finance 430 Lincoln Highway
Tom and Jerry’s 134 May Mart

Dairy Queen 213 IL Route 38
Radio Shack 1231 Caron Road
Eddies Café 903 S. 7'" Street
Sears 350 IL Route 38
Rent A Center 348 IL Route 38
lllinois Community Credit Union 820S. 7' Street
Hub City Malli

Plumley’s 407 Lincoln Highway






2014 Year End Property Maintenance Report

Debris on property 57 103 78
Illegal signs (realty, off premises, etc) 9 for 25 signs 11 for 19 signs 7 for 13 signs
Vehicles parked on grass 63 for 67 vehicles 95 for 97 vehicles 81 for 88 vehicles
Inoperable vehicles 48 for 58 vehicles 76 for 80 vehicles 87 for 94 vehicles
Appliance recycie notices 4 for 5 appliances 4 for 4 appliances 7 for 7 appliances
Electronic recycle notices 52 for 66 electronics 53 for 61 electronics 28 for 35 electronics
Vehicles parked on / over city sidewalks 24 49 9
Property repairs 82 46 64
Mow property 140 149 124
Trim bushes / trees from alley, streets, sidewalks 49 65 80
Animal nuisance 0 5 3
Illegal electrical ( running drop cords ) 0 6 1
Building without permit 8 10 10
Non permitted businesses 1 1 3
Itlegal dumpsters 4 for 6 dumpsters 1 5
Misc 29 17 23
No address numbers on houses or apartments 7 17 0
Total Citations ? 708 m

Illegal Signs Removed No Citations Issued ( realty, garage sale, for rent / sale, promotional / ads, political, etc )
2014 42 cases removing 206 signs

2013 63 cases removing 299 signs
2012 56 cases removing 300 signs
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Property Maintenance Court Cases

Cases found guilty and fined 3 6 1
Cases complied but dismissed by court 4 7 7
Cases cancelled due to compliance before court date 0 0 0
Cases continued into following year 0 1 5
Total Court Cases 7 14 13

In 2014, for the 7 cases, there were a total of 14 court appearances ( 1* court appearance, continuances, no shows, etc )

Properties that City paid to be mowed 201 013 2012

( houses empty, no owner found )

# of Properties 6 for 12 mowing’s 7 for 7 mowing’s 8 for 14 mowing’s
City Cost $1,175.00 $1,171.00 $1,516.00

A lien was placed on each of the 6 properties for a total of $3,233.00. One of the properties was sold and the lien was
paid to the city for $542.00.

# of Vacant Houses With Violations But Owners Maintain Property 2014 2013 2012
12 22 11
# of Vacant Houses With Violations With No Owners 2014 2013 2012
(some are maintained by a bank or manage service ) 21 17 21
Residential Recycle Bins Issued Through Northern IL Disposal 2014 013 2012
# of Bins 124 144 140

Cost to city $1,240.00 $ 1,430.00 $ 1400.00

Monthly Residential Recycle Pick Ups 201 2013 2012
Appliances 52 91 123

Electronics 48 184 128

100 275 251

In October, the appliance / electronic pick-up was changed from a once a month pick up to a weekly pick up.



Code Violations : Debris

Citation Date: 4-4-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Resident was cited and they removed most of the debris. A second citation was sent for the remainder
and resident removed what was left.

Citation Date: 4-7-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 7-28-14 Fines: $150

Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: 8-8-14 & 9-5-14

Status: Owner of apartment building was notified Status: Resident was cited for debris and an

for removing debris and some electronics. They were inoperable truck on property. Truck was repaired
given information on how to dispose of the electronics. by first court date but debris remained. Resident
Owner removed all debris. was given second court date to comply by. All

debris was removed. At second court date,
resident pled guilty and was fined.



Code Violation: Debris Continued

Citation Date: 7-23-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 11-12-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: No ne

Status: Resident was disposing of home construction Status: House was vacant. A citation was sent to
debris by burning material in their back yard fire pit. the landlord. Most of the debris was removed. A
Resident was cited and all debris was loaded up and second citation was sent and the remainder of the
removed from property. debris was remaved,

Citation Date: 4-1-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Resident was cited for debris / outside storage. Resident stated they would get it all cleaned up but needed
more time. An extension on the compliance date was given. Debris was removed and necessary items were neatly
stored away.



Code Violations: Debris Continued

Citation Date: 9-12-14

Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Tenants had moved out leaving debris /

along alley. Owner was notified. Everything was
removed.

Citation Date: 9-3-14
Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Resident was replacing his driveway and
approach. He was dumping the debris on the street
so he would have room to do the work. Resident was
informed that the debris needed to be removed
immediately. Resident complied.

Citation Date: 5-6-14
Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Debris was dumped on the UP Intermodal
property along Intermodal Drive. The cite manager
was contacted and zli the debris was removed.




Code Violations: Debris Continued
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Citation Date: 4-22-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: 5-30-14 & 6-13-14

Status: This resident has been cited many times and has had many court appearances over the years.
Arrangements were made to help the resident clean up the property. The Ogle Health Department was
contacted and asked to do a wellness check and see if they could offer assistance to the resident. A dumpster
was delivered to the residence. The resident is physically unable to do the clean-up so a company was hired.
On the day of the clean-up, a counselor was on site helping the resident with the process. 5.97 tons of debris
was removed from property. The company brought in some landscaping mulch and placed it in areas around
the property. The counselor was going to continue to assist the resident. On 10-14-14 the resident was cited
for bringing more debris onto the property. it was removed. This will be an ongoing issue.




Code Violation: Mowing

Citation Date: 5-14-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Citation was sent to lot owner. Property
was mowed.
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Citation Date: 5-22-14

Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: House vacant and in foreclosure. Is being
managed by a field service. Service was contacted
and they scheduled it to be mowed. The field service
continued to keep it mowed on a regular schedule.

Citation Date: 5-19-14  Fines: $542.00 lien
Court Hearings: None

Status: House vacant and in foreclosure. Property
managed by a mortgage company. The company
had it scheduled to mow but it never got mowed.
The city had it mowed. After that, the mortgage
company kept it mowed. The city put a lien on the
property. The lien was paid to the city when the
property sold 12-18-14.

Citation Date: 6-4-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: This house has been vacant and in
foreclosure for a year. A bank was managing it.
The front and side yards would get mowed but
not the back yard. They were contacted and it
was mowed and then maintained.



Code Violation :

Mowing

Continued

Citation Date: 6-6-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: House was vacant and being managed by

a field service. They were contacted and it was
mowed. It then was maintained on a regular schedule.
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Citation Date: 7-8-14

Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Tenants were mowing the front yard but
not the back or south side yard. The tenant was
cited and told the whole yard needs to be mowed
when they mow. The landlord was notified on how
the tenant was keeping the property. He appreciated
being informed on the condition of his property and
talked to the tenants.

Citation Date: 6-11-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: House was vacant and in foreclosure
but the owners were still responsible for the
property. Owners were located and contacted.

They hired a maintenance company to mow it
and kept it mowed.

Court Hearings: None

Status: House has been vacant since December
2013. Itis in foreclosure. The owner was located
and sent a citation. Owner had it mowed. On
July 21%, it needed to be mowed again. Tried to
contact owner but could not locate them. The
city had to have the property mowed twice. A

lien has been placed against the property. The
hause is still vacant.



Code Violations: Mowing

Citation Date: 5-21-14 Fines: $350.00 lien
Court Hearings: None

Status: House was vacant and was being managed by

a bank. They stated that they were not responsible for
the condition of the property. The city had the property
mowed. After that, someone maintained the property.
The city placed a lien against the property.

Citation Date: 5-13-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: House was vacant and in foreclosure.
Contacted the field service that was managing
the property. 1t was mowed . Had to contact the
field service two other times to let them know
that it needed mowing again.

Continued

Citation Date: 5-14-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Sent both tenant and landlord citation
for mowing. Property was mowed.

Citation Date: 6-4-14  Fines: $458.00 lien

Court Hearings: None

Status: Building on property is vacant. Could not
locate owner. Property overseen by a mortgage
company which stated they were not responsible
for the condition of the property. City had the
property mowed on two separate occasions. The
city placed a lien against the property,



Code Violation : No Permit Issued For Project

Citation Date: 5-12-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 7-9-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Resident was replacing driveway and Status: Resident was replacing old deck and
increasing the size of it. Talked to resident and did not think a permit was required for the
the contractor. Each thought the other was new deck. Resident came in and got a permit.

responsible for obtaining the permit. A permit
was issued that day.

Citation Date: 7-16-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 5-30-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Installing siding on house. Owner did not Status: Owner installing a paver patio and did
know a permit was required. A permit was issued not know a permit was required. Owner came
that day.

in same day and got a permit.



Code Violation : No Permit Issued For Project Continued

Citation Date: 7-17-14

Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Resident did not know he needed a permit

to reroof his house. He came in and got a permit that
same day.
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Citation Date: 9-2-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Contractor building new front steps for

homeowner. He thought owner had gotten the
permit. Contractor came in and got permit.

Citation Date: 6-21-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Homeowner having a shed built. He did not

know he needed a permit. He came in next day and
a permit was issued.




Code Violation : Structure Repairs

Citation Date: 4-1-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner of property was notified that the pot holes needed repairing. The owner questioned if this
was part of his property and was responsible for repairs. After further discussions, he agreed it was

part of his property. Temporary repairs were made and further repairs were done when the weather was
more favorable,

Citation Date: 3-3-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Repairs were needed to the walls and ceiling of apartment. Owner of building was cited. The tenants
who reported the violations moved out soon after. Owner made repairs.



Code Violation: Structure Repairs Continued

Citation Date: 10-2-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 10-1-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Homeowner was cited for necessary Status: The owner of the building did not
repairs to the house, A permit was issued and respond when first contacted about the
repairs were made. repairs needed to the canopy so a citation

was sent. The owner then scheduled repairs.
The work was done a few weeks later.
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Citation Date: 6-10-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 5-12-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner was cited for needed Status: Fence was in need of repair and
repairs to the chimney, Repairs were made. on neighbor’s property. House was vacant

at that time but was being sold soon. New
owner made the repairs the next week.



Code Violation : Structure Repairs Continued

Citation Date: 6-12-14 Fines: None Court Hearings: None

Status: The owner of the building was cited for necessary repairs to the exterior of the building. Work
was done in stages over the summer as contractors were hired for the different types of repairs.
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Citation Date; 5-22-14

fines: None Citation Date: 9-10-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None
Status: Home owner was cited for garage Status: Bedroom ceiling was leaking in apartment.
repairs to the roof and sides. Repairs were made. Part of the ceiling was sagging so the manager put

duct tape on the ceiling trying to keep it from
sagging any further . The apartment roof was leaking
so the manager had placed a child’s plastic swimming
pool in the attic to catch the water. The pool was
overflowing. There was a second swimming pool

in the opposite end of the attic where the roof was
leaking. The owner was cited to make the proper
repairs and was given a compliance date. Owner
complied and made repairs by the given date.



Code Violation: Structure Repairs Continued

Citation Date: 6-3-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner of building was cited for needed
shingle repairs of the overhang. Owner hired
a contractor and work was done.
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Citation Date: 5-14-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Fence was in need of repair. Owner was
cited. Owner called stating they were having
trouble finding someone to fix the fence. Owner
was given a list of contractors and also

given an extension on the compliance date. A
contractor was hired and repairs were made.

Citation Date: 6-10-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Homeowner was cited for condition
of garage roof. Owner made repairs.

Citation Date: 9-23-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner of building was notified of repairs
needed to the end of the roof overhang. The area
was rotted and sagging. The owner hired a
contractor and repairs were made.



Code Violations: Inoperable Vehicles

Citation Date: 7-31-14
Court Hearings: 9-19-14, 10-31-14
Fines: None

Status: Owner was sent citation and failed to comply.

A court notice was sent. The violation still had not

been corrected by the first court date. The court granted
an extension to comply. Owner removed the vehicle by
the second court date and the case was dismissed.

Citation Date: 6-17-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Owner was cited for inoperable Mercury. Owner

called and stated that they would comply. Vehicle was
made operable and had valid license.

Citation Date: 5-20-14
Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Owner was cited for an inoperable truck parked on
the grass in the back yard. On checking on viclation, the
owner was building a tarped enclosure over the vehicle. A
second citation was sent and both the canopy and vehicle
were removed from the property.

Citation Date: 6-101-4
Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Citation was sent for an inoperable vehicle.
Owner removed vehicle from property.




Code Violations : Inoperable Vehicles Continued
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Citation Date: 8- 18-14 Court Hearings: 9-19-14
Fines: $50.00 plus court costs

Status: Owner was verbally informed about the vehicle
during a project inspection on the property. Vehicle was
still on property so a citation was sent. Owner failed to
comply so a court notice was sent. On the day of court, the
vehicle had been removed and the owner pled guilty and
was fined.

Citation Date: 9-2-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Owner was cited for two inoperable vehicles on
property. Owner called and stated that she was in the
hospital and would be for a while. She had her doctor

confirm this. An extension was given on the compliance
date. Owner complied when she got home.

Citation Date: 7-31-14
Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Owner cited for an inoperable vehicle and
parking on the grass. Vehicle was removed by the
compliance date.

Citation Date: 6-12-14 Court Hearings: 8-8-14, 8-15-14
Fines: None

Status: Citation sent for inoperable vehicle. Owner failed
to comply so a court notice was sent. By court date, the

' vehicle was licensed but not operable. The court granted

more time. By next court date, vehicle was operable and
the case was dismissed.



Code Violations: Inoperable Vehicle Continued

Citation Date: 5-22-14  Court Hearings: 8-8-14
Fines: None

Status: Sent property owner citation. Was informed
that the vehicle belonged to the property owner’s son.
There was no contact information for the son. Had no
response from elderly property owner . Sent a second
citation to property cwner. Had no response so sent

court notice. On court date, none of the family appeared
for case, Vehicle had been removed. Court dismissed case.

Citation Date; 8-19-14
Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Citation was sent to owner. Car was removed
from property by the compliance date.

Citation date: 8-26-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Did not know which tenants owned the
two inoperable vehicles so sent a letter to owner of

the apartment building. Checked the status the next
week and violation had been corrected.

Citation Date: 4-4-14
Court Hearings: None
Court Hearings: None
Status: House was vacant and scheduled to be demoed
due to a fire. Owner still had two inoperable vehicles on

the property. Sent owner notice and vehicles were
removed by the compliance date.




Code Violation : Vision / Obstruction

Citation Date: 5-16-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 6-10-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None
Status: Tree limbs hanging low over street Status: Notice was sent for trimming
causing obstruction. Owner was notified bushes back from alley. Owner complied.

and l[imbs were trimmed up.

Citation Date: 7-18-14 Fines: None Citation Date: 7-31-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None Court Hearings: None

Status: Major limb had split from tree trunk Status: A letter was sent to homeowner to
and was laying on wires and hanging over the trim pine tree up and away from the public
the alley. House is a rental and was vacant. The sidewalk. Owner complied.

owner lives out of state. The owner was contacted
and given a list of tree services. Owner called stating
she had hired a service and they would be removing
the entire tree. Tree was removed 3 days later. The
owner was very grateful for the help she received from
city in having this taken care of so quickly.



Code Violation : Vision / Obstruction Continued

Citation Date: 8-7-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: Notice was sent to owner to trim
bushes up and away from the public
sidewalk. Owner complied.
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Citation Date: 8-12-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner was sent notice to trim

Citation Date: 8-7-14 Fines: None
Court Hearings: None

Status: Owner received notice to trim tree

limbs up and away from the public sidewalk.

Tree was trimmed.

Citation Date: 7-31-14 Fines: None

Court Hearings: None

Status: When a vehicle was stopped at the

bushes away from the street. Owner lives end of the alley, the tree was causing a vision

out of town and house was vacant. Owner obstruction of oncoming traffic on the street.

complied. Notice was sent to property owner and tree
was trimmed back.



Code Violations: Miscellaneous

Citation Date : 2-28-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Sent tenant citation for blocking public sidewalk and

parking on approach / city right-of-way. Also informed the
landlord. Tenant corrected the violation.

Citation Date: 7-8-14
Court Hearings: None Fines; None

Status: Roofing work being done at a three building apartment
complex. Three dumpsters were on site. Dumpsters were not
from Northern IL Disposal. The contractor and apartment
owner were contacted. Dumpsters were removed and
Northern IL Disposal delivered three dumpsters.

Citation Date: 4-23-14
Court Hearings: None Fines: None

Status: At an apartment building, there was an opening on the
underside of the roof overhang. Birds were flying in and some
were getting caught while others were nesting and then

making a mess on the apartment’s landing. Talked to the
managers but they did not seem concerned . Called the regional
manager and the problem was taken care of.

Citation Date: 4-3-14
Court Hearings: 5-30-14, 6-6-14 Fines: $117.00

Status: Homeowner was cited for parking on / over public
sidewalk, blocking the sidewalk. Vehicle was moved . Five
weeks later, vehicle was again parked so that it was blocking
the sidewalk. Homeowner was sent a court notice. On the
first court date, homeowner requested a bench trial. Case was
continued. At second court date, the homeowner decided to
withdraw their request for bench trial and they pled guilty.




Code Violations : Miscellaneous Continued
Citation Date: 5-6-14
Court Hearings: None Fines: None

Status: Tenant had previously been cited for vehicles parked
on the grass. Tenant obtained a permit to install a2 parking pad
but work was never done and permit was void. A citation was
sent for parking vehicles on the grass. Tenant came inand a
second permit was issued for installing the parking pad. in
checking on status, no work had been done. A letter was sent
asking status of work. In checking a few days later, no work
had been started and both vehicles were removed.

Citation Date: 3-4-14
Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Homeowner cited for having a business signin a
residential area. Owner removed sign from front yard and
placed sign in the second story window so it could still be seen
from the street. Owner was sent another notice. Owner
removed sign.

Citation Date: 8-8-14

Court Hearings: None Fines: None

Status: Homeowner was doing some landscaping and using
the city right of way / alley area to store landscaping materials
while work was being done. A citation was sent stating that the
materials needed to be removed from city right-of-way. Owner

needed extra time to correct violation. A small extension was
granted and the materials were removed.

Citation Date: 7-17-14
4= Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Trailer parked on grass in front yard. A citation was
sent to the owner. Trailer was removed from property.




Code Violations: Miscellaneous Continued

Citation Date: 5-13-14
Court Hearings: None
Fines: None

Status: Owner of business was informed that vehicles could
not be parked on the city right-of-way. Vehicle was removed.

Citation Date: 4-11-14

Court Hearings: None

Fines: None

Status: Homeowner was doing work and had a dumpster
that was not from Northern IL Disposal. Informed owner that

only dumpsters from Northern IL Disposal were allowed Inside
city limits. Dumpster was removed.

Citation Date: 5-6-14
Court Hearings: None Fines: None

Status: Homeowner had been cited previously for parking
campers and trailers on the grass. The homeowner then
brought in gravel and spread it on the grass and parked a
trailer and a homemade truck bed trailer on the gravel. A
citation was sent and both trailers and all gravel were rermoved
from property.

Citation Date: 2-25-14 Court Hearings: None  Fines: None

Status: Northern IL Disposal reported that the homeowner at
this property was having unusual recyclable materials and
more amounts of materials than the normal household would
have. Upon investigating, it was found that the hcmeowner
was running an “at home” recycling business and using the
bi-weekly city recycling pick-up to dispose of the materials. A
a citation was sent and the activity stopped .




Code Violations: Miscellaneous Continued
Citation Date: 3-12-14 Court Hearings: None Fines None

Status: A tenant reported issues / problems with the basement apartment where he and his family were living.
Upon inspection, it was found that the basement was not set up for an apartment. The building owner was renting
out the basement which was an illegal apartment. Many building, fire, electrical, plumbing and safety code
violations were noted and the owner of the building was contacted that day and a citation listing all violations

was sent to him. The tenants were informed that they would have to move out. They actually were in the process
of moving out but wanted the basement inspected before someone else would be moved in.

Owner was told that the basement was not to be rented out and that all “apartment” walls and appliances must
be removed immediately. A list of required building, electrical and plumbing repairs were given to the owner. He
understood that failure to comply would result in a court notice. Work was done under several inspections and
all repairs were made. The basement was returned to it’s original state.

The “shower” was just a water pipe sticking out of the wall. The “Walls” of the one and only “bedroom”
“shower stall” was just a common wall. When water pooled on the

“shower “floor, it ran underneath the wall and would flood the floor

at the bottom of the stairs and flow into the “kitchen” area.






Overweight Truck Permits

From January 1, 2014 — December 31, 2014

Total # of Annual Permits — 100

Total dollar amount from Annual Permits - $356,000.00

Total # of Daily Permits — 770

Total dollar amount from Daily Permits - $24,635.00

80,000 Ibs. — 99,999 1bs. - 599
100,000 1bs. —119,000Ths. - 126
120,000 Ths. — 149,999 Ibs. - 29
150,000 1bs. — 174,999 Ibs. - 13
175,000 Ths. — 199,999 Ibs. - 3

TOTAL REVENUE FROM OW PERMITS: $59,635.00

Totad Number of Permits Issued: 870






Rochelle Railroad Park
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* There were 510 visitors that signed the park’s guest book. Some were visitors from Canada, Norway, Italy,
Sweden, Germany, Australia, Netherlands, England, Japan, Switzerland, New Zealand, Belgium, Denmark,
Poland and Philippines.

* Various groups that visited were from the Mid States Jeepsters Assoc. , train clubs, a classic car club, an antique
tractor club, school and daycare groups and other various tour groups.

* Sales of Merchandise & Food -

2014 2013
Merchandise $ 15,326.05 S 6,489.13
Snacks S 1,603.87 $1,541.35
Total S 16,929.92 $ 8,030.48

* Improvements made in 2014 — major remodeling was done on the interior of the gift shop { wall removed, large
viewing windows installed and a coffee bar built). New tables & chairs were brought in. New and more
items were added to the merchandise inventory. A credit card system was installed for sales. The onsite
monitoring cameras were updated. Wifi was installed out to the pavilion. Train Magazine came and updated
the train cam. Some new landscaping was done around the gift shop. School children painted the rocks in front
of the gift shop. New gutters were installed on the gift shop. The down spouts by the back doors and bathroom
area were redirected to prevent ice from building up due to run off. The concrete area on the back of the gift shop
was expanded and table and chairs were placed adding to the outdoor seating. More garbage barrels were added
and cigarette disposal containers were placed on site.

* Improvements proposed for 2015 - On the interior, reorganizing two back rooms for more storage space and
possibly making a children’s area. Finish the landscaping project. Put a sealer on the pavilion. Upgrade the water
line to the pavilion. Make improvements to the “hobo area” west of the pavilion.

* Railroad Days were held in June. The two day event featured special displays at the rail park and the Flagg
Township Museum, an Antique Mack truck display, a mode! train display set up by the LGB Model Railroad Club of
Chicago, a special Whitcomb display, a presentation given by a professional hobo and other activities.




Rail Park Remodeling

Before Under Construction After
North end of building. A large viewing window was installed. The “Rochelle Rail Park” sign was painted by middle
school art students. New tables and chairs were added. More display racks were purchased for the new and
expanded merchandise items.

Before Under Construction After
A wall and a closet were removed opening up the area making it a more useable space. An old original
“Northwestern” sign was found at the Street Department and it was installed. Display racks were added for
more merchandise.

Before Under Construction After
On the south end, some wood flooring was installed, a counter was built, a large viewing window was installed,
then chairs were added so visitors can sit and enjoy a cup of coffee or have a snack and watch the trains.




Preserving Rochelle’s Rail History

The Rail Park is not only there for rail fans to come and watch trains come through, but also to
educate people on how trains continue to be an important part of Rochelle and it’s history.

A photo was found at the Flagg Township museum of a Whitcomb that was built here in Rochelle at the
Whitcomb Locomotive Co, which was located at 5" Ave & N 2™ St. This unit was sent to South America. The
photo was enlarged and is on display at the gift shop.

A photo was found of a locomotive stopped in Rochelle, August 1923. it is noted that it is President Warren
G. Harding’s funeral train. It was taken looking northwest from the roof of the Patterson Lumbar Co. The

Filling Station can be seen in the back ground to the right. This photo was enlarged and made into a wall
mural inside the gift shop.




Rochelle Standard Oil Filling Station

In 2014, repairs and upgrades were done to the plumbing and the furnace.
New merchandise promoting the Lincoln Highway was added.

There are now regular hours which include Saturday and Sunday.
Hours vary depending on the season.

Some of the visitors included the Mid States Jeepsters Assoc., an antique tractor
club and a classic car club,

During the Downtown Christmas walk and through the holiday season, the filling
station was turned into “Santa’s house” where children could come and visit Santa.




TOURISM/ACOMMUNITY EVENTS IN 2014

Cinco de Mayo was held on May 3, 2014 in downtown Rochelle.
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Wine on Lincoln was held on October 4.




